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Forgive Us Our Trespasses

“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses
us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
Saithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if any-
one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”
-1 John 1:5-2:2

esus came to remove our guilt and to cover our shame.

He accomplished this through his sacrifice on the

cross. Jesus’s blood can wash us clean of all our impu-

rity. However, to access his grace we must confess our
sins and become forgiven. On the other side of confession is
freedom.

One of the biggest complaints people have against the
church is that it is full of hypocrites. Jesus in fact coined the
term. A “hypocrite,” in the Greek, means an actor that wears a
mask. Jesus called the religious leaders of his day actors who
put on a mask in order to look holy but, in reality, their souls
were corrupt. To avoid hypocrisy, we must be willing to con-
fess our shortcomings. To confess means to take off our masks
and acknowledge what God already knows about us. God
knows we are all sinners in need of grace. Churches must have
a confessional culture in order to avoid hypocrisy and allow
God’s presence to redeem our brokenness. To create a confes-
sional community there needs to be trust, complete transparen-



cy, and the knowledge that no sin is too big for the grace of
Jesus Christ.

Often times, when Christians confess, it is a generic pray-
er rather than one that shares the specifics of what they did
wrong. From my personal experience of confessing my sins,
from helping others experience forgiveness, and from what the
Bible says; it is vital to be specific in what it is we have done
wrong when we confess. A partial confession leads to partial
freedom. But when we confess the specific sin before Jesus
Christ, we can have his power wash us completely clean of the
stain.

One of the major problems with Western Christianity is
that it emphasizes too much the individual over the communi-
ty. Often, when people confess their sins it is just between
themselves and God. Confession must be done with another
Christian. I do not believe you need to specifically confess to a
pastor or a priest, but you must confess and share your sinful
secrets with another brother and sister in Christ that you can
trust. The first time | confessed specific sins to the church
family, was when I was a freshman in college. I shared my
sins with my small group. They did not judge me or look at me
differently after I shared my sins. But they simply told me that
I am forgiven and accepted in Jesus Christ. After confessing
my sins specifically with others and not just with God, I felt
like my soul took a shower.

It is important that when someone is confessing their sins
to you that you do not judge them or shame them. Rather,
show them the love and acceptance that Jesus Christ has to-
wards all. It is also important when someone confesses their
sins to you that you pronounce out loud that they are forgiven
in Jesus name and then pray with them (John 20:23). There is

4



power in the name of Jesus, to forgive sin. Finally, if you have
never confessed your sins with other Christians. What are you
waiting for? I write these things not to shame you but for you
to find the complete freedom and to claim the forgiveness
there is in Jesus Christ. Jesus is our atoning sacrifice that re-
moves our guilt, breaks our shame, and makes us right before

LILIES FOR EASTER

If you wish to donate flowers for Easter Sunday
in loving memory or in honor of a loved one
please send your donation to the church office

as soon as possible.
Any donation over $§20.00 is appreciated
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

For Christmas (cont.):
James Sahagian

For Thanksgiving Social Hall Renovation Fundraising

(cont.):
Seto Eurdekian, Richard Mikaelian, Warren Holopigian,

and Arthur Mehagian

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

February 10 - In loving memory of Nazaret
Cherkezian, by his wife, Margaret, children, Michael,
Donna, Deborah, & Larry, grandchildren, Megan,
David, & Stephanie, great-grandchildren, Lena &
David, and sister, RoseMarie.

February 24 - In honor of our dear choirmaster,
Ivanka Petkovic, and each member of our choir,
Vicky, Jon, Susan & James, for their years of
dedication serving our church, leading us in worship.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

We wish to express our gratitude to the following for
their generous contribution towards Fellowship Hour
in the months of January & February:

Ruby Kherlopian, Jennifer Telfeyan, Nancy
Kherlopian, Peggy Dingilian, Beverly Gantt, Nairi
Esayan, and David Boyajian & family.




UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship at 11.:00 AM

Tuesday Night Bible Study at 7:30 PM
Thursday Night Zumba at 7:30 PM

Mar 19- Bible Study Series: Money

Apr9 Take Control Of Your Finances.
Led by Lisa Wu, Nick Aynilian Jr., and
Rev. Haig

Mar 30 AMAA’s Sip & Shop For A Cause
Come support the AMAA. 1-4 PM

For More Information, Contact The Church Ofﬁ'ce:
Phone: 212-685-3177

Email: info (@aecn 1yc.org

Visit Us Online:
Facebook: Armenian Evangelical Church (ereW York

Instagram: aec.nyc

Website: AECNYC.org

Support Our Ministry:

Online: aecnyc.org/donate

Check/ Cash: By mail to
Armenian Evange]ica] Church of New York
152 East 34th Street,

New York, NY, 10016




