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Your Soulmate Is A Lie!

“Jesus replied, but at the beginning of
creation God ‘made them male and female.
For this reason a man will leave his father

and mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh. So they are no
longer two, but one flesh.”

(Mark 10:6-8)

he concept of the soulmate is
selfish. If you think you can
complete someone else, that
your very existence is re-
quired to make another person whole,
this isn’t love but arrogance. It is pride,
the very opposite of love. The idea of
the soulmate is selfish because it im-
plies a specific person is required for
your happiness. This places ridiculous
expectations on a partner, which no per-
son can fulfill. It also means that you
are an inadequate human being unless



you are in a relationship with a specific
person. This is awful news for anyone
who is single, widowed, or in a difficult
marriage.

The soulmate myth is a monstrous
lie. Seriously, a monster is involved.
The soulmate myth comes from Plato’s
Symposium, in which a group of men
attempt to answer the question,
“What Is Love?” One of the philoso-
phers shares the creation myth of a four
-armed, four-legged, two-faced creature
with two different genitals. Zeus, the
thunder god, feels threatened by this
powerful creature and decides to split
this beast in two, creating male and fe-
male. Each person has a counterpart
they are in search for, distracting them
from threatening the gods. Today, the
idea of the Soulmate threatens our un-
derstanding of love and marriage.



Love is not self-seeking. It is not ar-
rogant. Nor is it needy or demanding.
Love is giving without expecting any-
thing in return. It is continual acts of
love that make relationships last. Sacri-
ficial love is the foundation for all types
of healthy relationships. You don’t need
a specific person in order to love but ra-
ther you need to be a loving person.
You can be a loving person whether you
are single or in a difficult marriage. The
choice to love or not is always in our
control despite the circumstances we
face.

Love is an action, not a feeling. Fall-
ing in love is a trap. It’s buying into the
soulmate myth. Rather we need to be
people who walk in love. Walking in
love is a lifestyle. You can choose love
at all times regardless of relationship
status.



The equation of marriage with a
soulmate worldview is 2 + %2 = 1. The
biblical understanding is 1+1=1. There
is a big difference between the two
views. The biblical understanding is
one of love. The soulmate perspective
is one that undermines Christian love.
Jesus reveals to us perfect love that
casts out all fear. It is love that cost our
Jesus Christ his very life, a life that he
willingly gave up for his bride, the
Church. Let us walk in love as Jesus
walked. Let us rely on Christ’s grace to
find our completeness rather than look-
ing for it in other people. When we try
to find ourselves in another person it is
called idolatry. When we find ourselves
in Jesus Christ, we worship God in spir-
it and truth.

P Christ,



PALM SUNDAY PALMS PRESENTED

In memory of most extraordinary and imaginative
mother, Marie Tevonian, who started this

tradition, by Stephanie Tevonian.

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

For General Use:
Virginia L. Hajeian

For the Homeless Ministry:
Peggy Dingilian

For Church Kitchen Supplies:
Nora Telfeyan

Towards the Church Sound System:
Nicholas Aynilian, Jr.

In memory of Arpine Avynilian:
John & Zara Yalenezian, Steven Nahabedian,
Carolyn Nahabedian




EASTER SUNDAY SPRING FLOWERS PRESENTED

In loving memory of Zaven & Mary Megerditchian,
by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Picone.

In loving memory of Lucy & Mihran Cherkezian,
by Ms. Rosanne Cherkezian.

In loving memory of George & Mary Salibian,
by The Torigian Family.

In loving memory of Rev. Nerces & Mrs. Gulenia
Khachadourian, by Ms. Anie Khachadourian.

In loving memory of Krikor & Anoush Keyishian,
by Mr. Richard Keyishian.

In loving memory of Dr. Jirayr Tezel,
by Louise Tezel.

In loving memory of grandson Simon, who five years ago went
to Heaven, by Jack Dokouzian & Family.

In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian,
by Vanouhi & Antwan Ahad.

In loving memory of Mrs. Vergine Kalemkiarian,
by Barbara Keljikian.

In loving memory of Gary J. R. Telfeyan,
by The Telfeyan Family.

In loving memory of Arpine Aynilian & Serge Krikorian,
by The Family of Gary J. R. Telfeyan.

In loving memory of Luther, Estelle & Seth Dogramajian,
by Pearl Vazeos.




In loving memory of Toukdarian & Tavitian Families,
by Pearl Vazeos.

In loving memory of Gary Telfeyan,
by Peggy Dingilian.

In loving memory of beloved Parents, Brother & Husband,
by Haigouhi Makhoulian.

In loving memory of beloved Haig Shakarian,
by Yvonne Shakarian.

In loving memory of beloved Elizabeth Chaglasian,
by Pat & Andrew Chaglasian.

In loving memory of beloved George Mazmanian,
by Merze Mazmanian.

EASTER GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

Virginia L. Hajeian, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Picone, Anahid Iski-

an, James & Maral Sahagian, Ms. Anie Khachadourian,

Mpr. Richard Keyishian, RoseMarie Ashbahian, Antwan &

Vanouhi Ahad, Vicky & Nurhan Becidyan, Virginia Arpiar-

ian, Lucy Sahagian, Pearl Vazeos, Peggy Dingilian, Avedis
& Ruby Kherlopian, Claire Kedeshian, Avedis & Laura

Khachadurian, Levon & Nelli Makhoulian, Nevart Darma-
nian, Haigouhi Makhoulian, John & Anita Wolohojian,

Berge Kayaian, Claudia Markarian




FELLOWSHIP HOUR

We wish to express our gratitude to the following for
their generous contribution towards Fellowship Hour
in the month of March:

Ruby Kherlopian, Nancy Kherlopian,
Seza Momyjian, Jon Brothers,
Jennifer Telfeyan, Nora Telfeyan,
Peggy Dingilian, Obed Bazikian,
Nick Aynilian, Jr., Jon Baboian

We also would like to thank all church members &
Jriends for providing for our Holy Week luncheons:

For Palm Sunday:
The Boyajian Family, Claire Kedeshian, Seza
Momyjian, Claudia Markarian,
Nancy Kherlopian, Ruby Kherlopian,
Peggy Dingilian

For Maundy Thursday:

Vanouhi & Lara Ahad for providing vospov kufte, and
Jennifer Telfeyan-LaRoe, Nora Telfeyan, Mesrop
Borekjian, Ruby Kherlopian, Seza Momjian, Christina
Santana-Smith, Nancy Kherlopian, Peggy Dingilian,
Greg Dosttur

For Easter Sunday:
Jennifer Telfeyan-LaRoe for providing leg of lamb,
and Seza Momjian, Nora Telfeyan, Ruby Kherlopian,
Nancy Kherlopian, Greg Dosttur, Peggy Dingilian
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

oin us for:

Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:30 PM

May 6 Sunday Service
Deacons Report (Acts 6:1-15)

May 13  Sunday Service
A Summary of Genesis (Acts 7:1-19)

May 20 Sunday Service
Guest Preacher: Dr. Setrag Khoshafian

May 20 Sunday Service
A Summary of Exodus (Acts 7:20-43)

For more information, please contact our church office:

Phone: 212-685-3177
Email: iz}fo@aecnjc.org

Visit us online on Facebook or on our Website: www.aecnyc.org
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