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Spiritual But Not Religious

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted

by the world.” (James 1:27)

“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Romans 8:15)

alf of the people my age have a

negative impression of religion.

According to a recent Pew Re-

search Center poll, only 55 percent
of millennials (ages 18-34) think that religious
organizations have a positive effect in the Unit-
ed States. This is down from 73 percent in 2010.
I believe that this decline is due to the church’s
failure to live out its calling to the general pub-
lic. I also blame the trendy phrase, “I am spiritu-
al but not religious.” The church in America
needs to reclaim a Christian understanding of
the words “religion” and “spirituality.”



Young evangelical Christians often say
they are spiritual but not religious to emphasize
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ over
rules and commandments. I have also heard it
from my friends who acknowledge a spiritual
nature to their existence while rejecting the dog-
mas of major religions. I am for religion so long
as it is the one based on Jesus Christ. I am all for
spirituality so long as it is Holy Spirit filled.

What is implied when we label someone
as religious? Calling someone religious may be
a nice way of saying that person is a bit weird,
boring, or judgmental. When we think of
“religious” people, we may imagine people like
the Pharisees and Sadducees, whom Jesus de-
cried for being hypocritical and legalistic. Phari-
saical behavior is what the Christian religion is
called to condemn—not exhibit. For Christianity
is about loving others as Jesus Christ loves us. In
its pure form, it is taking care of those in society
who cannot give back anything in return.



Simply because something is spiritual
doesn’t automatically make it a good thing. In
fact, there are a lot of spiritual things that go
against God. However, where the Holy Spirit is
at work, God is present. Peace, love, joy, and
kindness are the results of the work of the Holy
Ghost. The Holy Spirit unlocks the mystery of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and enables us to cry
out to God as our Abba, Father. We cannot be
Christian apart from the spirituality that is gifted
to us by the Holy Spirit.

Let us call ourselves religious so long as
it is based on Jesus Christ. Let us call ourselves
spiritual so long as it grounded in the Holy Spir-
it. This is the type of religion and spirituality for
which humanity is created.

Sisters and brothers let us pray to our
Heavenly Father that there be a Holy Spirit-led
awakening to the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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ZPL' RUSS LNLNGNRNN,
«uanrruauuiabebhue
b1 hp dwdwinulihli hp prouphli pupngnipludpp

Juyunlikg np hadh jubdantbguir Ukp thplshl
Uuwnnidny hpudwbngp (U, Shwnnu 1.3):

wnw) hwuljugnnniphiup Nonnu
Unwptwih hwdwp
hwdbuwnniptw bL
hywpunmptwt  Jwighp &
Zudbunnmiphi, npnghtunte wt §p ghnuygh

pt unnisny swowb £ (Spwn. 1.1): Puyg
twbt hywpuniphtup, npndhbnbkt  wh

phnpniws k Runt &®phunnup

1111211111_)11111]_...>> (Shw. 1.1): Ppk  hwdwnp,
hwdbunnipbwtt Bt hywpumpbut  wyu

hpwywimphiutpp §nr qub, pwuh wt Yp
ghunwulgh pk htp bt dnws E wgl
juonpuljuiniptwt Ukp, np qununwugniws
E nupkp  wpwg...y (Shn. 12): bul
Jununugnnp € whununt Uutiniws (Shan.
1.2), nn qhup npusd E wju
Jjuonpnuljutinipbu Uk, unjuhupt
Junnisén) hptudwinyg» (Shw. 1.3):

MNonnu Unwptw) Yp ghunnwlgh pk wb
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dwu Up Juqdk nupkp wnwe uljuwd
juwonppuljutniptwt, husyktu Unduku, np
Uuwnnién) sSwnwt  Ep (B8ku. 1.2), m
nwlunht dwpqupktubpp, npnip Unjuytu
Uuwnnién) swnwtbkpt Eh, npnug Uunniws
tptigut L hp dpwughpubpp juynnttg: Nonnu
Unwpbw) jutnpununtup wju dunwigh
wiwunht (Uuwnnién) Swnwy pjuynt), np hht
puyg ny hhigwé juwenppuljuuniphi Uph kp,
twhkt  ppwlwi: Uju hht & hpulwb
jwonppuljutinipbut Up  dwpwughtt n
hpnquljuimpbwi (hdw Uunnidny Swnwy
L wnwpbw)) nupdws bp hwdbunnmphil,
puyg bwbt huwywpuniphi:

Lphunntutwt B hp  GYknkghh
winudwlgniphtip wkwnp L hwuljtuy
unjuhtp uyu Jueonpujutniptw
hwuljugnnniptwdp nt  ghnwlgnipbudp:
Lphunntbu) Liknkghh winpudwlgniphiup
whwnh wbkutl] m winpunpuebw, pk wb
(hdw'  pphunnibwi) dwu Yp  Juqdk
Juquuljbpymptwh  Up (hdw' Eyknkghh),
np nupkpnt dwpwiq b wpwpkiniphtt nith:
Uju dwnwigp dwnwniphul



ghnnuygmphit E Uuwnniény hwdwp, np
hwdbunmphit E puyg twbr hywpunniphib,
pwih Swnuyniphit Upt k np §p udponth
wnwphmptwi hbEwn nt winp hwdwp:

Uju Swnwniphul uUko Juy
htnhtwlnphtip, nsy pt wbhunhb, wy
Uuwnnién) ti wunp  juoupht:  £phuwnnup
hbinhtwlmphiup, np sh dwbstwp phpb,
Jupdtd, skd qhwbkp... n1  wnwluirhb
plulul hpwyh&wljubp: Ul
Souupunniptwt  ghnniphtt E np juuljwsk
Jtip L Jdnwlud, junnul, pwth Yp puouh
jathnbkuwlwt Yhwuph Bnjuhtt hwdwp o
nip dwpy wpwpwsht pwdht Up Yp hwik ny
pt vwpnlyuyhl, wy Uunnidng Jhwipt:

Uju Uuwnniédn) Jhwtpp njd L, Epp dupgp
muwpp b Zwhquamphitn bpp wlb
wihwiqupn  E Luwpoumphn bpp
Juulwsudhwn k, pupniphtt’ Epp §p dnpnph,
L mpupmphit kpp wjump E Uuwnnisny
Ytwupp sh qup npyku ghunwlwb Yuwd
dnunpuljmb  dnunugnd, wy] Yhwiph
unikp, nn wwpnn b wwpning
hpwljwuniphi k Swnwyniplwut



hwulugnnyniptwdp:  Uju  Swnuyniphiup
unpybint Lt unpykgubimt wbuywubt L.
Uunniwswyuponnipbwt  Jhwbppp, nip
Uwpnp Yptwy wyphy hp weopkwl hp pojnp
ndniwpniphiibpmt dkp, Gpk Ukl Ynnuk
Uuinnméng hbw, puyg twbkt hp wbdhi no
opowyywinhlt htiwn:

Lphunnubwt Yp dnbk unuhtipt wju
juthnbbwlwb  Yhwiph  jnup (hdw
Uuwnniény Jhwbph juonppuljuiniptwi) dky:
Cplt wju juynpnwlwimphiup hhu kE puyg
Uhow Unpngninn, twkl Yp unpngk, pwih
nith Swnwmpbwt wbhuywlwip np  sh
hhttwp, unjuhul Gpp Swnwyniphiup nith
wnwphubpnt Ypuy Epupws  wuundwlub
dwnwig nt wrwbin:

m wnwljwihi, pphutnnntitut
hipwpwiship ULnp Swpniwt ulhqpp bpk
wignn Uk tnwphtt wy §p nuk qquundniptut
wnhuht, puyg wayuydwbonkh juy wnwljuirht
juonpnuljwiiniphiip, np wpphikt wkh
Jtwup E unjuhull Epp hht wuwundwlwub
kupwhnn nith: Uju Yhwipp tpk hht k puyg
vhown unpngniny, pwtth juy Swnwniphul



ghinuygmphiup, Uuwnnién) 8njuh Yhwlpp
unpybnt Gt unpybgubnt, wwypbnt &
wypkgul] mwmnmt huwdwp wpwpbniptub
wnbujwup:

Lphunnttwt Lnp Swpht §p ghdunpk
uju  wuwpnibwlny, pk  winp Yhwbpp
jumudtimmws £ (nr §p jwbdtinith wwljuihi)
dSwnuwyniptwt wnkujuluing i Lphunnup
3njuhlt n1 wunp wpwpkmpbwt hwdwp: Uju
hpwlwimphit dpt L, np sh hhttbwp wiging
wwpniwb htwn, wy §p tnpngmp juonpyny
‘Lnp Swupniwt pugukek:

Lphunnttwjhtt ‘unp  Swphhtt  tnpnp
whwh wnkutl] tnjuhtipt wju Swnwniptul
EL wnwpbniptwt nbkujwuiny: Gpk wjpu
wnbujwlwiup Ynt quy hhuth, puyg Yp
unpngnih, pwbh wpwpbniphtt dptt £ np
Uwu hp Juqut juonppuljuimiphwl Up” Ukl
wnwphkt dhrup, jjuh YEwbpp pwdukljhg
puknt punhwupniptwt dky:

Gunphunp Unp Swph: 2htt puyg thown
unpngninn Swnpwynipbwb bt wnwpkniptwt
JEwph juonppuljutiniptwudp:

2.8
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Christmas Sunday, December 20,

* Poinsettias Presented: *

In loving memory of Arthur & Rosine Kamajian, by Cynthia
Kamajian-Duncan.

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hamparian, by Marianna
Hamparian.

In loving memory of Dr. Jirayr Tezel, by Louise Tezel.

In loving memory of Krikor & Anoush Keyishian, by Richard
Keyishian.

In loving memory of Samuel Gron Chakerian and Arpine
Chakerian Mullisen, by Mike & Eunice Gick.

In loving memory of Aram Tavetian, by Esther Tavetian.

In loving memory of Ruth Philibosian, by The Stephen
Philibosian Family.

In loving memory of Shnork & Taline Dadian, by Ankine
Dadian.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian, by Margaret
Cherkezian.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian, by Michael & Donna
Cherkezian, Megan, Dave, David & Lena Troise, and
Stephanie Cherkezian.

In honor of mother Grace Piranian Rabar, in loving memory of
father Peter Rabar, and beloved husband Ray Arlen, by
Maria Elyse Rabar.

In loving memory of Pergrouhie Gevrekian Tartanian, by Mr. &
Mprs. Charles Tartanian.

In loving memory of Alfred & Betty Haleblian, by Byron and
Karen.

In loving memory of Gloria B. Ayvazian, by Ankin G. Bertelsen.

In loving memory of Rev. Nerces & Mrs. Gulenia
Khachadourian, by Anie Khachadourian.
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In loving memory of Zaven Megerditchian, by Mr. & Myrs.
Anthony Picone & Family.

In loving memory of parents Helen & Puzant Cherkezian,
brother Nazaret Cherkezian and aunt & uncle Lucy &
Mehran Cherkezian, by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

In loving memory of father Diran on his birthday, December
10" by Anoush Haig.

By Virginia Arpiarian .
In honor of the dynamic ministry at AEC & her many beloved
friends in Christ, by Rev. Mary Brown.

In honor of Rev. Peter & Mary Doghramji, by Marjorie
Bogosian.

In loving memory of mother Gloria Beatrice Bedikian

Ayvazian who passed away on October 15, 2015, by daughters
Leslie Ayvazian, Andrea, & Gina.

In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian, by Charles Ajamian.
In loving memory of Sophia, Armand, & Aldo Janjigian, by
Armen Janjigian.

In loving memory of Adrina Kayaian, by Sarah, Andrew, Lau-
ren, & Rob Kayaian.

In loving memory of the Dogramajian & Vazeos Families, by
Pearl Vazeos.

In loving memory of Matilda Larchian, by Madia Artinian.

In loving memory of Samuel & Jamile Nahabedian, Herbert &
Theresa Casparian, and Sarkis Nahabedian, by William
& Carolyn Nahabedian.

In loving memory of parents Mihran & Mary Dokouzian, by
son Jack Dokouzian.

In honor of the Margosian Family, including beloved grand-
parents Asdhig & Vartan, late father John, and aunt Lillie
Margosian, by Sherry Margosian Stoutner.

In loving memory of husband John W. Margosian by Mrs.
Alice Margosian.
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We wish to thank the following for their
generous donation towards our gas line project:

Alice Philibosian, Marjorie Bogosian,
&
In loving and grateful memory of the inspiring lives of parents
Arthur and Gloria Teager, by Dolly and Stephen Tharp.

We thank Mr. Berge Kayaian for initiating and generously
contributing towards the Bronze Gate Fund. Donations towards
cleaning and shining our beautiful church gates are being accept-
ed at this time in preparation for spring cleaning.

Tk )

(P
For Christmas and Tertig: Hrant & Alidz Agbabian,
Arousiag Tovmassian-Missirilian, Esther Tavetian, Anikne
Dadian, Nurhan & Vicky Becidyan, Margaret Cherkezian,
Michael Cherkezian, Maria Elyse Rabar, Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Tartanian, John Hale, Ruth Melian, Mariana Hamparian, Ms.
Merze Mazmanian, Ms. Alice Philibosian, Rose Fisekci, Julia
Kellermueller, Richard Keyishian, Ankin G. Bertelsen, Ms. Anie
Khachadourian, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Picone, Paul & Gail
Keyishian, RoseMarie Ashbahian, Anoush Haig, Serpouhi
Mardirossian, Claire Kedeshian, Virginia Arpiarian, Marjorie
Bogosian, Anahid Iskian, Charles Ajamian, Armen Janjigian,
Pearl Vazeos, Madia Artinian, Warren Holopigian, Bayard T.
Ludlum, William & Carolyn Nahabedian, Jack Dokouzian,
Vatche & Elbiz Baghdikian, Armen Mardiguian, Lucy Janjigian,
Charles & Aida Bazikian, Haig & Hazel Kalfaian, Nina
Darmanian, John & Zara Yalenezian, and Jonathan Mardirossian.
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CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

December 6 - In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian, by
Vanouhi Ahad & family.

December 13 - In loving memory of dear father Diran’s
birthday, Dec. 10th, from Anoush Haig.

December 27 - In memory of Gloria Bedikian Ayvazian, the
only child of Rev. A.A. Bedikian and Marie Bashian

Bedikian. With love and joy in her name, from Leslie, Andrea
and Gina Ayvazian.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday, graduation, or
another special occasion.
Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling

the church office at 212-685-3177.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

We want to express our gratitude to the following for their
generous contribution towards Fellowship Hour
in the month of December:

Vanouhi Ahad
i Ruby Kherlopian
= Dolly Tharp
A =
% Jon Brothers
Vicky Devany

December 6 - The Fellowship Hour is donated in loving
memory of Azniv Ajamian, by Vanouhi Ahad & family.

14



UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

oin us for:

Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

Feb 7 Sunday Worship Service: Soul Food
(1st Corinthians 3)

Feb 14 Sunday Worship Service: Apostolic Role Models
(1st Corinthians 4)

Feb 21 Sunday Worship Service: Discipline
(1st Corinthians 5)

Feb 28 Sunday Worship Service: Lawsuits Among
Believers

(1st Corinthians 6:1-11)

For more information, please contact our church office:

Phone: 212-685-3177
Email: iqfo@aecn)/c.org

Visit us online on Facebook or our Website: www.aecnyc.org
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