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The Golden Calf of NYC

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and des-

pise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
—Jesus Christ (Matthew 6:24)

When Moses was up on Mount Sinai receiving the Ten
Commandments, the people were busy breaking the
first two commandments. They broke the first by not
worshiping God. They broke the second by worshiping
a golden calf. One might think this is a primitive story;
however, the golden calf is still worshiped. At the
heart of the financial capital of the world stands the
Raging Bull of Wall Street. The 7,000-pound bronze
statue symbolizes the idol of money, which many ac-

cept as their personal savior.

The cult of money worship in NYC is deeply rooted in
the culture. Unlike other colonies that were estab-
lished by persecuted Christians secking religious free-
dom, New York was founded by the Dutch East India
Company — the first multinational corporation in the
world and the first company to issue stocks. Manhattan

has always drawn people who love money and find



their purpose in the pursuit of obtaining as much of it

as possible.

I want to make this clear: There is nothing innately
wrong with money. Currency helps organize the
world. The Bible often gets misquoted as saying that
money is the root of all evil. What the verse actually
says is that “the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evils” (1 Timothy 6:10). The love of money is the is-
sue, not the money itself. You can be poor and love
money; you can be wealthy and not love money. It is a
matter of whether you find your identity in currency

rather than in the Creator of all things.

There are a few indicators that can show that we find
our identity in our net worth instead of God. One is
our ability to be generous. Does our bank account say
we are giving our money to those in need? Another
way to know if we idolize money is how we view
wealth and poverty. If we are envious of those richer
than we are or we think we are superior to people in
poverty, then, chances are the idol of money resides

within our heart.

When [ was five years old I made my first purchase. It
was 1991, CDs were beginning their takeover of cas-
sette tapes and bright colors were in fashion. [ was

wearing a neon pink wallet bracelet (It was like a fann-



ypack for the wrist) which had a one dollar in it.
While waiting at the checkout line with my mother, I
noticed that she was looking at a clearance bin of cas-
sette tapes. My mom picked up Roy Obertson’s
Greatest Hits from the bin. The sign on the bin said
one dollar, so I quickly did the math, and realized that
[ had enough money to buy the tape. I asked my mom
if I could buy that for her. She said yes and we got to
listen to Oh, Pretty Woman and other classics on the car
ride home. The thing was however, that both the dol-
lar bill and my neon pink wrist wallet were gifts given
to me by my mother. She gave me the opportunity to
give. In the same way, God, the creator and provider
of all good things has blessed us with opportunities to

give.

Everything good in this world belongs to God. If we
accept this, and live with this understanding we are
liberated from the chains of the money idol. Futher-
more, when our love of God trumps the love of mon-

ey, we are free to use our money to love others.

We must all make the choice to either love money or
love God. We cannot choose both.

Serving the Risen King,
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anlﬂlbp]} odiinmtws Lk hpwpnt  hbkwn
dnbpdwlut  jupwpbpmpbut  wjuwyhuh
punpmitwlniptudp dp  qnp  wpuwphtt nbik
$hqhpwljut wwydwl sh Yptwp puhubty jud
wpgbik;: Bpyne  pupbudtbtplt JEyp  Ypluy
Ubntih], puyg pupbjudniphiup wbtdwh Yp duwy
Jkpuypnnht dkp: Ywwp np hngh Up Yp Yugk
niphoh Up htwn, $hqghpwljui sk nkik dbith wul,
hwww pnnpnjhtt whqquyupuwbwlwiu b Gpk
pupkuwdny Yp uppbu, wdkut wwjdwih wnuy
whwnh judwnhu uhpl) quthlw, downn piwy pt’
htnni, wspnyny whkutibu quuhiu Jud n's,
1Eqniny, gpny hwnnpnulghu winp htinn jud n's:
Puptudniphtip wbwp L pnnpnght
qquupuwipk,  Jdwdwbwlh  Yud  dhongh
wlgpy bnk: Unbkpdmipbwb vk qutiwquuniphi
s juy n's hEpunnpmpbwl, n's donuinpniphul
vhotr, Yud n's wp Ubkpjumpbtwt bt
puguljuynipbwt vhob: Unbpunipbw dkp wju
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Ujuytu E twbtr pimiphiup dbp dnbpunipbui
8huntuh htwn: «bd dkou Ygkp» — yyuunnikp Upt &
np  Ukp hngbinp  plwluwt  Yupbjhniptuug
uwhdwihtt dky | hjuwy pnnpnypl:  8huniuh
wlljtins, wukpwywh hwiwwnwgnn Up kL uhpnn
Up whjunuwhbih Yhpuyny «pp dkey | wyph,
wjuhtipl, hpuny hwdwlbw), hpkut hbwn
unjuwugbuy: Uuhljm pnuwqpouhly
jathonulniplwt (ecstacy) thnpdwnniphtl Up sk,
wj] pnmopnyphtt plwlul, wpudwpwbwulut
thnpdwnniphit dpt k:

Shuntu  ownnbkpmt  hwdwp  wWuudwlul
hpwlwtniphiu dpt £ puyg n's thnpdunwljuic
Zuntunwp plk 8huntu wypbkgunr hwdhdwun sk
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wknp E ppuy pd dbgu  nppult pd huly
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puwlwboptt Yupkih §puk: Uppk b uhpwéy
JEwtp whwnh wnuk dken:

M huywku §wwphu uppwshn htwn: Ulnp
wipopwthbjh tbpluyniphiip § qquu swpnibwly:
Zkwp Yp fuouhu nit wunp «niny dwjup Yp jubu
Luqud Swdpnin pultpp § puku qhtipp: Gnh m
tpowtthl qqugnuiny uUp Yp hwdwlnihu: Qtu
Juutwp swpkt nt swphptu qh wwhwyjwn
htwnn §p wungubu:

«Uhgkie wppawphh dtpop 4akp hbkwnp whwp
ppud»: Bk Bu Juy bd: Ghwnbd: bush htwn k
wl: Gpp dhtwl duwd, dhtwl std: Ukubkwlhu
wiypyny ppownunmpbwiup dke pndu b wi,



wjupwt  hpwlwt E  wlnp  widwpdhu
ubkpyuniphiup nppwl dwpduwinnp
utpyuymppiup uppbihh dp: Uunp dyhwnp 4p
wnbuubd hnginju wsphpnyn: Znghinp
ophuniptiwmtt ukpphtt ghwnwlgniphtiu wjupw
Junpnily Y ppuy np Jupstu  qquyuputwlub
thnpdwnmphiup § nikiud swipnipbwbp winp
puqmiiht np §Epjuph b gqlumu dpuy Yp
hwugsh: Puqumptwtu dp djunpht dkp wdku
duyuh pgkd huniy BU qh 8huniu wljwughu Yp
thuthuwy: Up gngbid wsptpu nt hpdkh quuun ny np
Unp wnbuubd: Ukpu juwnwpt £ wytt (kput npni
Jpuy wyulbpymptwt wju thnpdwunniphiup
owpnitwl] Yp Yplunith: NJ Bhuniu, ptquny k
jhpuwith fEwupp: Unwg ptqh Yhwupp dwhniwb
wku Unwyy b nitwgt E:
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Update an cur
Hitchen Project

We wish to extend a special thank you to all who donated
to our gas pipe replacement project in recent months.
Through the many contributions received, our church
raised $7,725 towards the project. Glory to God! We are
truly grateful for all your support!

However, need for the project still remains with $5,275
left to complete our goal. If you have not contributed as
of yet, or wish to make a further donation, it is greatly
appreciated!

More good news! Our matching gift challenge is continu-
ing until December! For every two dollars received to-
wards this project, one additional dollar will be contribut-
ed, up to a updated $5.000. Please take advantage of this
opportunity while it lasts!

Thank you so much for your continued support in helping
us advance the good news of the gospel in our city!

GAS PROJECT DONATION

Enclosed is my check for $

Name

Address

Please make your check out to the Armenian Evangelical
Church, with “Gas Project” in the memo. ~Thank you!

©
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We wish to thank the following for their
generous donation towards our gas line project:

Anahid Iskian, Herair & Sirvart Mouradian,
Hasmieg Yankelovich & Anon)/mous.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

We wish to thank the following for their contribution towards
Fellowship Hour in the month of September:

Adrinee Bodakian
Peggy Dingilian
Stephanie Gabriel
Dolly Tharp

We also wish to acknowledge
Dolly Tharp

For her service as Fellowship Hour Coordinator in the

2014-2015 Ministry Year!
Thank you Dolly for your helpful and delicious

contribution to our community!
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CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

Sept 6 - Presented in loving memory of sister Grace, on her birthday
on  September 8th, & for mother Yevnige, on her birthday
September 24, from Anoush Haig.

Sept 13 - In loving memory of Esther, Luther, & Seth. Always in our
hearts. With love, Pearl, Raina, Steve, & Sage.

Sept 20 - Presented in loving memory of wife and mother, Adrina C.
Kayaian, from husband Berge Kayaian and family Elizabeth, Paul, and
Robert.

Sept 27 - Presented in loving memory of dear friend, loving father &
husband Shavarsh Mark Shishmanian, from the Armenian
Evangelical Church.

Sept 27 - Presented in loving memory of friend of the church
Raymond Arlen, from the Armenian Evangelical Church.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or in memory (Zfa loved one,for a

holiday, birthday, graduation, or another special occasion.

Sign upjbr an upcoming Sunday by calling the church at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

oin us for:

Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

Oct 4 Sunday Worship Service: Fight, Flight, or Faith
(Mark 14:43-51)

Oct9-11  AEYF Fall Retreat (Paramus, NJ)
Ages 12+ youth retreat. www.aeyf.org

Oct 11 Sunday Worship Service: Blasphemous Jesus
(Mark 14:53-65)

Oct 18 Sunday Worship Service: The Judge Judged In Our Place
(Mark 15:1-15)

Oct 25 Sunday Worship Service: The King of The Jews
(Mark 15:16-32)

Oct 30 Friday Night Worship - 7:30pm

Join us for a time of contemporary worship and prayer.

June 23-26 AEUNA / AEYF - Biennial Convention (Skokie, IL)

Conference with youth and young professionals from
North America. Theme: Reclaiming The Zeal Of Our
Fathers. Speaker Rev. Jackson Crum.

For more information, please contact our church office:

Phone: 212-685-3177
Email: injro@aecn)/c. org

Visit us online on Facebook or our Website: www.aecnyc.org
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