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:Pastor's
iCorner
A Look Back, a Look Forward

“...Iwill build my church, and the gates of hell shall not

prevail against it.”

—Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:18)

God Is Faithful

God has been faithful to the Armenian Evangelical
Church of New York as he has been to our people for
the past two thousand years. This past year has been
filled with testimonies and signs that Christ is using His
church in the middle of Manhattan. I thank God for the
good things that have happened and excited to see
what the Holy Spirit will do this coming year.

Looking Back
The 2014-2015 ministry year at AEC is marked with

growth. Church attendance has steadily increased on
Sundays. We added six new members and look to add
more soon. Tuesday Night Bible study has seen an in-
crease in attendance as well. Our monthly Friday
night worship service has brought contemporary wor-

ship, prayer and additional fellowship into our build-
ing.



One year ago we partnered with NY CityServe, an or-
ganization that brings churches in the New York metro
area together for events, community service projects
and worship services. Our church helped lead the initi-
ative in bringing the Midtown East evangelical church-
es together by hosting prayer meetings with pastors
and a joint evening worship service. Our idea of a
joint evening worship service with smaller evangelical
churches was repeated throughout the different re-
gions of NYC. Also, through CityServe we contribut-
ed to NY CityFest, an evangelical festival in central
park where over fifty thousand people attended.

In October 2014, I went to Armenia with the Armeni-
an Missionary Association of America. It was an amaz-
ing opportunity, where I built friendships with most of
the Armenian Evangelical pastors there, preached, par-
ticipated in an ordination service, and formed a sister
church relationship for AEC with the evangelical
church in Noyemberyan, Armenia. I attended the
grand opening of the Avedisian School, which is a
brand new environmentally friendly secondary school
in one of the poorest areas of Yerevan. We held two
benefit concerts at our church to raise funds for the
school. While in Armenia, I visited Friends of Warm
Hearth, which is a group home for adults with disabili-
ties. We also held a benefit concert this past year for

this wonderful organization. It was a productive mis-



sions trip that helped me grow as a pastor. I was hon-
ored to represent our NYC Evangelical church in the

homeland.

In January, we hosted an Armenian Evangelical young
professional conference. There was a great turnout
from all over the east coast. Many attended our church
for the first time. Hopefully we will host more confer-
ences in the future. At the end of the conference, we
held our second annual Armenian Christmas party.
The event was a huge success and brought us great
publicity. Donations were raised for Syrian relief ef-

forts as well at the party.

April 24th, 2015 marked the centennial of the Arme-
nian Genocide. It was wonderful to participate with a
united Armenian community for ecumenical worship
services, seminars and a successful campaign for Ar-
menian Genocide recognition. One event that stood
out was a weekend conference where members of our
church met with Turkish and Kurdish Christians on
the topic of Forgiveness and Reconciliation. As Chris-
tians, we began the difficult process of bringing Turks,

Armenians, and Kurds together.

Looking Forward

The mission for Jesus’ church hasn’t changed. We are

called to make disciples of Jesus Christ to all the na-



tions. We will continue our mission through mentor-
ing, preaching and teaching, evangelical outreach, hos-
pitality and allowing people to develop their talents
and spiritual gifting’s.

AEC will keep utilizing technology to help our mis-
sion. Our church website, AECNYC.org, has brought
new people into our church building. We will be up-
dating the website with all our upcoming events and
soon, there will be sermons available to listen too. |
will continue to write for my blog ArmenianPas-
tor.com. This proved to be a great tool that shares the
gospel via the Armenian cultural and historical lens.
The posts have received considerable traction from all
over the world. Tam also beginning plans on assem-
bling a team to create a YouTube channel where I will

teach the Bible through entertaining video clips.

On a more serious note, we are in financial need.
Since [ started serving as a pastor, I kept hearing ru-
mors that our church is very wealthy. This is no longer
the case. We need to increase our tithing, host fund-
raisers, and think of other ways to raise funds so we
can make our budget. If things do not change soon we

will have to close our doors in a few years.

We are currently an Armenian church without a kitch-

en. Funds are still being raised to install a new gas line



so our ovens and hot water heater can work once
again. I thank everyone who has donated. So far, we
raised half our goal of $17,000. I look forward to the
near future when we have the kitchen fully operational
again and can have warm home cooked Armenian

meals for future fundraisers and celebrations.

Grateful

The Good News is that Jesus is building his church and
we get to be a part of it. [ am thankful for this past
year and excited to see what the Holy Spirit will do in
the coming months. I am appreciative for all the faith-
ful members of our church during the past one hun-
dred and nineteen years of our history. I am grateful
for all the new faces that God is bringing in our doors

as move forward.
We have been commissioned by Christ to be and make
disciples. We will stay the course set before us, to-

gether seeking for His will to be done.

Serving the Risen King,
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Update en cur
Hitchen Project

We wish to extend a special thank you to all who donated
to our gas pipe replacement project in recent months.
Through the many contributions received, our church
raised $7,000 towards the project. Glory to God! We are
truly grateful for all your support!

However, need for the project still remains with $6,000
left to complete our goal. If you have not contributed as
of yet, or wish to make a further donation, it is greatly
appreciated!

More good news! Our matching gift challenge is continu-
ing until December! For every two dollars received to-
wards this project, one additional dollar will be contribut-
ed. A total of one thousand dollars can still apply to this
challenge. Please take advantage of this opportunity while
it lasts!

Thank you so much for your continued support in helping
us advance the good news of the gospel in our city!

GAS PROJECT DONATION

Enclosed is my check for $

Name

Address

Please make your check out to the Armenian Evangelical
Church, with “Gas Project” in the memo. ~Thank you!

11



GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We wish to thank the following for their
generous donation towards our gas line project:

Thomas & Elizabeth Monroe, Jack Dokouzian, Nuhran Becid)/an, Z. Pauline
Karjian, Julia Kellermueller, Peter Kougasian, Gloria Ayvazian, Antwan Ahad,
H. Hrant Agbabian, Te]ﬁz)/an Fund, William Nahabedian, Merze Mazmanian,
Hilda Melconian, Laurence & Maria Bakalian & Anonymous.

L

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

e

If you wish to volunteer in setting up our Fellowship Hour, or if you wish to

sponsor one, please email info@aecnyc.org or call 212-685-3177.

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

B3

June 21 - In loving memory of father Puzant Cherkezian, uncle
Mehran Cherkezian, and brother Nazaret Cherkezian by RoseMarie
Ashbahian.

June 21 - In loving memory of my beloved ones, by Haigouhi
Makhoulian.

July 26 - In loving memory of Rachel Guirag, by your friends at the

Armenian Evangelical Church.

August 30 - In loving memory of my mother, Gloria S. Teager, and
brother, Robert S. Teager, on their birthdays in early September, from
Dolly Tharp.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or in memory (Zfa loved one,for a

holiday, birthday, graduation, or another special occasion.

Sign upjbr an upcoming Sunday by calling the church at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

oin us for:

Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

Sept 6 Sunday Worship Service: Betraying God
(Mark 14:12-21)

Sept 13 Rally Sunday! - (Worship Service): Eating with God
(Mark 14:22-25)

Sept 18 AEYF Fall Plus Conference (Belmont, MA)

Ages 22+ young adult conference. www.aeyf.org

Sept 20 Sunday Worship Service: Denying God
(Mark 14:26-31, 66-72)

Sept 27 Sunday Worship Service: If There Is God's Will There Is A Way
(Mark 14:32-42)

Oct 2-4 AEWF Biannual Conference (King of Prussia, PA)

A refreshing weekend for women on the East Coast
Speaker: Seta Konialian Saleh. Info at www.aeuna.org

For more information, please contact our church office:

Phone: 212-685-3177
Email: 1'nf0@aecn)/c. org

Visit us online on Facebook or our Website: www.aecnyc.org
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