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You Cannot Bury the Truth

Before Jesus was executed, Pontius Pilate asked
him the question, “What is truth?” (John 18:38)
The ultimate truth stood there and stared him in the
face. Pilate found nothing wrong with the truth but
he did not know what to do, so he tried to bury it.

The gospel reveals the spiritual law that you
cannot bury the truth. You can try to deny the truth,
twist the truth, and pretend the truth is not there,
but at the of end the day truth always prevails. Truth
resurrects from any attempts at burying it.

For the past one hundred years, Turkish offi-
cials have tried to bury the truth of the Armenian
Genocide. They have piled lie upon lie, denial upon
denial, in an attempt to hide the truth. This past
month has been a sign that the truth of the Armeni-
an Genocide cannot be buried.

Recognition of the Armenian Genocide went
from a thing that united Armenians to a global
movement. An unlikely duo of Kim Kardashian and
Pope Francis brought great attention to the issue.
Various types of news agencies from all political
leanings called the Genocide what it is. People gath-
ered in every major city from Sydney to Los Angeles
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on April 24th to demand justice. Germany and Aus-
tria, allies of the Ottomans during World War I,
stood up for truth. Although the Armenian Geno-
cide did not gain recognition in the United States on
the national level, recognition has been achieved in
forty-three states. It has been a historic month. Nev-
ertheless, the work must continue until Turkey rec-
ognizes the truth of its dark past.

During his speech at our Times Square rally
in NYC, Turkish history professor and advocate
Taner Akgam said, “There is another Turkey, and the
citizens of that Turkey are ready to face their histo-
ry” I encountered this growing portion of Turkish
citizens during my trip to Turkey a couple of years
ago. The common denominator for their awareness
of Armenian Genocide recognition came from the
martyrdom of Hrant Dink. In 2007, outside of his
Agos newspaper agency, Dink was assassinated for
speaking publically about the Armenian Genocide.
His death did not silence genocide recognition but
rather began a movement for recognition within
Turkey. After Dink’s death, 200,000 Turks gathered
in Taksim Square and chanted, “We are all Hrant
Dink” and “We are all Armenian.” Ultimately, you
cannot silence the truth.

As we lift up the great strides that have been
made for Armenian Genocide recognition, we



should be mindful that the spirit of violence that led
to the murder of our people continues today in the
Middle East. As I write these words, I heard news
that the Forty Martyrs’ Church in Aleppo, a historic
fifteenth-century Armenian Church, has been de-
stroyed. In September 2014, terrorists destroyed
the Armenian Genocide Memorial Church in Der
Zor, Syria. On February 12th, twenty-one Coptic
Christians became martyrs in Libya. Attempts con-
tinue to bury the Christian presence in the region
where Christianity originated. But I am convinced
that the truth will overcome even these major trials
because you cannot bury the truth.

The disciples thought that Jesus’” movement
ended when Jesus died. What appeared to be the
end was only the beginning. Christ Jesus rose victo-
riously from the grave. The disciples took the Good
News of the resurrection and shared it with the
world. People were angered by their message, and
they tried to stifle it by killing them. The Apostles
became martyrs, but the message of resurrection
could not be buried. There are more martyrs of the
faith in the twenty-first century than in the first
century yet the Kingdom of God is on the advance
because the truth cannot be buried.

M The Frisen Lood,
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U special message from the
Beard of Trustees

In 2011, AECNY had a major natural gas leak, leading to
the closure of all gas entering the building. Every gas
appliance including our large 6 burner stove, an indoor
grill, 4 ovens, and even our hot water heater to wash dish-
es has been turned off for almost 4 years.

In order to get our kitchen functional again, our gas lines
need to be replaced.

For a limited time, a generous family who strongly be-
lieves in the mission of the church has established a
matching gift challenge! For every two dollars received
towards this project, one additional dollar will be contrib-
uted by this family — up to $4,000. Please take advantage
of this opportunity while it lasts!

Will you consider making a contribution to install new
gas lines to get our kitchen running again? Thank you so
much for your consideration and support!

GAS PROJECT DONATION

Enclosed is my check for $

Name

Address

Please make your check out to AECNY, with
“Gas Project” in the memo. ~Thank you!
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The Armenian Evangelical Church

wishes to honor all our Mothers on this special

.5;? Mother’s Day
2 of May 10th, 2015.

Thank you for your tireless care and love towards your families

and our community. We honor youl!
& & &Y
WF ™

And a warm congratulations to

L]
L]

# Margaret “Dolly” Tharp &

who was nominated by our Deaconate as

Mother of the Year for 2015!
Congratulations!

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We wish to thank the following:

Virginia Arpiarian for her donation to the Armenian

ﬁg%u
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

‘ N 7 e want to express our gratitude to the following for
their support towards Fellowship Hour in April:

Anon)/mous

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

April 19 - In loving memory of Isaac Hagopian, by Nairi
Esayan. August 15, 1939—April 19, 2013.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday, graduation,
or another special occasion.
Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling

the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

May 3 Sunday Worship Service: Help Jesus! I Can’t Believe!
(Mark 9:14-29)

May 10 Mother’s Day Sunday Worship Service: Servant of All
(Mark 9:30-37)

May 15 Midtown East Worship Service - 7:30pm
(Ecumenical Worship and Prayer at AECNY)

May 17 Sunday Worship Service: Don Jesus
(Mark 9:38-50)

May 24 Sunday Worship Service: Marital Meltdown
(Mark 10:1-16)

~ Memorial Day ~
Thank you to all our Veterans for their service and
sacrifice to our nation. We honor you.

May 31 Sunday Worship Service: The Rich Young Banker
(Mark 10:17-31)

For more information our services and events,

please contact our Church office:
Phone: 212-685-3177
Email: injro@aecn)/c. org

Or visit our website at: WWWw.aecnyc.org

Put awa)/from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted,

orgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:31-32
giving given y P
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