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Forgiving Genocide?

“Father, forgive them,

for they do not know what they are doing.”
— JESUS CHRIST

[ HAVE TO FORGIVE

Forgiving others is a commandment of Christ. I
struggle with this, especially when it comes to the
Armenian Genocide. One hundred years ago, Chris-
tians within the Ottoman Empire were nearly eradi-
cated. To this day, the Turkish government denies
that decimation ever occurred. My faith tells me
that I must forgive murderers and genocide deniers,
even though I do not feel like it.

WHAT FORGIVENESS ISN’T

Forgiveness isn’t contingent upon the perpetrators’
recognition of their crime. When Christ forgave us
on the cross, he didn’t wait for an apology, he for-
gave. You can forgive someone who is not willing to
change, however it would be unwise to trust that
person.
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“forgive and forget” is not in the Bible.To forget
means ignoring the injustice. To not remember im-
plies being naive about the consequences. The holes
in Jesus’ hands are a reminder of the price of God’s
forgiveness.

WHAT FORGIVENESS IS

Forgiveness comes from God. Every week, Armeni-
an churches around the world sing the Lord’s Pray-
er. The petition, “Forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us,” is more than a
line of song: it is the lifestyle of a Christian. We ask
God for forgiveness when we sin. We also ask God
for strength to forgive those who have sinned against
us. We must forgive as God forgives.

Forgiveness is letting go of vengeance and trusting
God’s judgment. Forgiveness uproots anger, bitter-
ness, rage, and anything else that poisons our ability
to love God, ourselves, and others. Forgiveness is
not only a gift to the perpetrator; it is also a gift to
the one who forgives.

FORGIVENESS FOR RECONCILIATION

Forgiveness is necessary for reconciliation. For rec-
onciliation to occur perpetrators need to seek for-
giveness for their wrong and the victim needs to be
willing to forgive.



Time does not heal all wounds; only forgiveness and
reconciliation can do that. The wounds of the Arme-
nian Genocide have been open for a century. For-
giveness, coupled with acknowledgment that the
genocide occurred, is the only way that the difficult
process of reconciliation can begin. I pray that all
Turks wake up to the facts and recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide. I pray that Armenians are able to
forgive Turks, just as Christ has forgiven us.

M The Lisen Lood,
B Hoig (harlopion

The Armenian Evangelical Church
honors those Armenians
who were killed for the sake of Christ,
on this 100 year anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide.

We will always remember.
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In loving memory of parents Helen & Puzant
Cherkezian, brother Nazaret Cherkezian and uncle
Mehran Cherkezian, by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

In loving memory of parents Rev. & Mrs. A. A.
Bedikian, by Gloria B. Ayvazian.

In loving memory of Barbara Donovan Brothers, by
Jon Brothers.

In honor of the beloved community of faith at the
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York, by
Pastor Mary Brown.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian, Mehran
Cherkezian, and Homosie & Puzant Cherkezian, by
Mrs. Lucy Cherkezian & Family.

In loving memory of parents Mihran and Mary
Dokouzian, wife Doris, sister Sarah and grandson
Simon, by Jack Dokouzian. A happy Easter to all my friends
at the AECNY.

Viken & Lusi Ezgilioglu donated lilies to beautify the
altar on Easter Sunday.

In loving memory of Alfred & Betty Haleblian, by
Byron & Karen.

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hamparian, by

Marianna Hamparian.



In loving memory of Rev. Vartan & Grace
(Dogramajian) Hartunian, by Dr. & Rev. Mrs. Nelson
Hartunian.

In loving memory of Krikor & Anoush Keyishian, by
Richard Keyishian.

In loving memory of parents Miran Kilicarslan and
Parseh & Yester Cerkezoglu, by Mr. & Mrs. Arman
Kilicarslan.

Mossig Makhoulian donated lilies to beautify the altar on
Easter Sunday.

In loving memory of father, husband, and grandfather
Zaven Megerditchian, by Anthony & Esther Picone &
the Megerditchian Family.

In loving memory of Melcon G. Melconain, by Hilda
B. Melconian.

In loving memory of George & Mary Salibian, by
Harry & Zaro Salibian.

In loving memory of Rev. John Douthitt, Jr., Joan
Templar Smith, Aunt Ann, and Auntie Rosie, by
Aaron & Christina Santana-Smith.

In loving memory of Ruth Philibosian, by Joe & Joyce
Stein.

In loving memory of parents Arthur & Gloria Teager,
brother Robert Teager, and uncle Edward Sahatjian, by
the Tharp Family.

In loving memory of Dogramajian Family, by Pearl
Vazeos.
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We would like to thank the following for their Easter gifts:

Vick)/ & Nurhan Becjd)/an, Viken & Lusi Ezgi]iog]u, H. Rosa
Fisecki, John Hale, Mr. Paul E. Haronian, Berge Kayaian, Claire
Kedeshian, Richard Keyishian, Mr. & Mrs. Arman Kilicarslan,
Mossig Makhoulian, Hilda B. Melconian, Herair & Sirvart
Mouradian, Steve Nahabedian, Charles N. Tartanian, Pearl Vaze-
os, & Dr. & Mrs. Michael Voskian.

We would like to that the following for their contribution
towards our Maundy Thursday Lenten Meal:

Lara Ahad, Jon Baboian, Kamal Batarseh, Jon Brothers, Peggy
Dingi]ian, Viken & Lusi Ezgi]iog]u, Berge Kayaian, Rub)f
Kherlopian, Arman & Julie Kilicarslan, The Kougasian Family,
Mrs. Makhoulian, Mossig & Beatriz Makhoulian, Hilda Melconian,
Heather Ohaneson, Ivanka Petkovic, Aaron & Christina Santana-
Smith, Dolly Tharp, Katherine Tharp, Kariné Tonyan, & The
Tuesday Night Bible Study Group.
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Yoy Welcome David!
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We congratulate

David and Annette Boyajian
on the birth of their son!

David Azariah Boyajian

Born

March 10, 2015

Congratulations!
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

‘ N 7 e want to express our gratitude to the following for
their sponsorship of a Fellowship Hour in March:

Hilda Melconian

And to the following for their support towards
Fellowship Hour:

Mossig Makhoulian
Christina Santana-Smith

Kariné Tonyan

Anon)/mous

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

March 22 - In loving memory of dearest mother Estelle
Dogramajian, whom we love and miss, by Pearl, Raina, Sage,
and Steve.

March 29 - In honor of our choir and thanks to the Lord for the

blessing of Ivanka, James, Jon, Suzie, and Vicki, by The
Tharp Family.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday, graduation,
or another special occasion.
Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling

the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

April 2 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 PM

April 3 Good Friday Service 7:30 PM

April 5 Resurrection Sunday: Who Do You Say I Am?
(Mark 8:27-9:1)

April 12 Where Is The Miracle Jesus?
(Mark 9:2-13)
April 19  Guest Preacher: Peter Kougasian, Esq.
April24  Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day - 10:00am

(St. Illuminator’s Church & the United Nations)*

April 26 Ecumenical Worship Service and Protest - 10:00am
(St. Vartan’s Cathedral & Times Square)*

*For more irzformation on the Armenian Genocide

Remembrance Events, please contact our Church Qﬁ{ice:

Phone: 212-685-3177
Email: info(@aecnyc.org

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling
and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.

(Ephesians 4:31-32)
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