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Sacrificing Sin

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”—Matthew 5:3

God accepts everything that we give to Him.
He accepts our prayers, our esteem, our praise, our
worship, our gratitude, our tithes, our repentance,
our contrite spirits, our obedience, our love, and
our lives. I imagine that acts of service done for oth-
ers in the spirit and name of Christ must especially
please Him.

The marvelous lovingkindness of God means
that He accepts us in our totality, even receiving the
products of our fallen nature.

Some years ago, a friend surprised me by
opening a Christmas party with a prayer that went
something like this: “Father, we come to you with
our gifts. We bring to you our wounds, our disap-
pointments, our failures ...”

Our wounds, disappointments, and failures
as gifts? Oh, yes! What a gracious God we serve. No
one else would be ‘pleased’ with such presents. This



is not to say that God is pleased with our sin, but
that in His mercy, He is pleased when we honestly
come before Him. He has a loving desire to do the
work of transforming us, and often that transfor-
mation begins when we admit to Him our short-
comings. One way to think about this is to think
that other beings, other “gods,” would reject such
“presents” and demand the impossible: that we only
present ourselves as perfect.

Imagine the character of God, however, that
He not only receives our imperfections but that He
welcomes them as valuable signs of our trust and
submission. I see Him delicately holding our broken
offerings, transforming them—and reshaping us—
by His touch. He gives these things back to us as
treasures, which we will one day lay as crowns at
His feet (Revelation 4:10). There is purification and
redemption: the ultimate recycling program.

The Christian life is a life of sacrifice. Jesus
Christ sacrificed His heavenly life in the incarnation
and His earthly life in the crucifixion. Note, when
Jesus Christ gave things up for our sake, He let go of
what was fundamentally good. Being perfect, He
had neither shortcomings nor faults to cede. By con-
trast, most of what we give up is foolishness. Fur-
thermore, Jesus voluntarily sacrificed Himself. In



the most colloquial terms, He was a good sport
about it. We are, shall we say, rather less eager to
make sacrifices, whether of the positive or negative
variety.

Have you stopped to think about this? About
how reluctant we are to part with what is bad in our
lives? Why is it that we often cling to the source of
our pain and unhappiness? Why would we rather
hold onto the forms of folly that separate us from
God than live in the peace of righteousness? Why
should we fall not only into the trap of sin but its

illusoriness?

This season of Lent, let us look beyond giv-
ing up material comforts (or “external goods”) like
chocolate and coffee. Let us let go of those gross
inner conditions of sin, of bad attitudes, of pride, of
guilt, of unforgiveness, of hardness of heart, of a
lack of faith. In ridding ourselves of these things, we
will only be parting with what plagues us.

Let us bring to the Father our sores. He will
cleanse them. Let us bring to the Father our wills.
He will redirect them. Let us bring to the Father
our envy. He will turn our attention from “fleshly”
or sinful desires (Romans 13:14) and fill us with
Himself. As we struggle to offer these sacrifices,



may we keep our eyes trained on Jesus’ own sacrific-
es—they are precisely what enabled Him to make

these promises:

“[ The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me ...] to be-
stow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of
joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of
a spirit of despair”(Isaiah 61:3)

and

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven”(Matthew 5:3).

Trade sin for righteousness; Jesus Christ of-
fers the best exchange rate you will ever find.
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

‘ N 7 e want to express our gratitude to the following for

their sponsorship of a Fellowship Hour in February:

Dr. Antwan & Vahouni Ahad and Fami])/
~In loving memory of Zaven Megerditchian~

And to the following for their support towards
Fellowship Hour:

\) ‘}f\)\ Peter Kougasian

éﬁz Nairy Zohrabian
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EASTER FLOWERS

I wish to donate lilies to beautify
the altar for the Easter Sunday.

In loving memory of

In honor of

Enclosed is my check for $ (Any amount over $20.00)

Name

Address

(Please return to the church by mail as soon as possible)

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We are grateful to the following, who made a donation:
In honor of Arminé Mardiguian’s 100th Birthday, by Jack
Doukouzian.

For Palms on the upcoming Palm Sunda)f Service, in memory tf
the most extraordinar)/ & imaginative mother, Marie Tevonian
(who started this tradition), by Stephanie Tevonian.

For glass serving and storage bowls in the church kitchen, by
Stephen and Dolly Tharp.
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CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

February 8 - In loving memory of church member Zaven
Megerditchian, by Dr. Antwan & Vahouni Ahad and family.

February 15 - In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian,
by his wife Margaret, his children Michael & Donna, Deborah
& Larry, his grandchildren Stephanie, Megan, & David, his
great grandchild Lena, and his sister Rosemarie.

Eebruary 15 - In loving memory of Helen Terzian, by

Ivanka Petkovic.

February 22 - In loving memory of dear sister, Vicky Haig,
for her birthday, by Anoush Haig.

February 22 - In loving memory of church member Peter
Rabar, by the Armenian Evangelical Church

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday, graduation,
or another special occasion.
Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling

the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

March 1 The Heart of The Matter
(Mark 7:1-23)

March 8 Guest Preacher Hrayr Jebejian
(Mark 7:24-30 & Colossians 3:9-13)

March 15 Ephphatha
(Mark 7:31-37)

March 22 Where Is The Miracle Jesus?
(Mark 8:1-21)

March 27 Friday Night Worship 7:30 PM

March 29 Palm Sunday
Seeing Christ The King
(Mark 8:22-26)

*[talics indicate Sermon Title

“The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
'Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!""

(Matthew 21:9)
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