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Fear or Freedom

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one
who fears is not made perfect in love.” —1 John 4:18

Fear holds us hostage. It hijacks our lives and
inhibits us from being who were created to be. Fear is
ultimately a lie we listen to that stops love.

Fear time travels and sneaks up on us under dif-
ferent guises. Guilt is the fear of a past event. We be-
come paralyzed by dwelling on a pervious deed that we
committed or a horrific act that was committed against
us. Anxiety is fear of the future, where we become over-
whelmed by outcomes that have not yet occurred. Des-
pair is fear in the present; the inability to be the person
God created you to be.

Fear often manifests in inaction or overreaction.
It can be in the form of passivity, where problems are
simply ignored, or in aggressive behavior where prob-
lems are caused. Many fears are grounded in where we
seek acceptance. One can become fearful if they are una-
ble to appease their overbearing parents, a loved one, or
a social group. In grade school, it is called Peer Pressure,
as grownups it is known as People Pleasing.



There are hundreds of various kinds of phobias.
The two most common are Glossophobia, the fear of
public speaking and Nercrophobia, the fear of death.
Some lesser known phobias are Lutraphobia, which is
the fear of otters (yes, the animal) and Homilophobia, the
fear of sermons (which is what I attribute to the lack of
church attendance). Fear comes in all shapes and sizes;
in different forms and expressions. Yet, the way to defeat
the hydra of fear is an understanding of the fear of the
Lord.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom?, is the thesis statement of the book of Proverbs.
When we seek approval from God, care about God’s
opinion first, and live for the Creator rather than created
things, we take the necessary first steps to be free from
fear. The good news is, on the other side of the fear of
the Lord is the freedom of the Lord.

Freedom is to know that God is a loving Father
who accepts us. God doesn’t take away our fears but is
there to help us overcome them. Like a loving parent,
who holds their child’s hand so they can see there is no
reason to be afraid of the dark, God is there with us. In
the Bible, there are enough verses for every day of the
year where God reminds his people to not be afraid be-
cause God is with us.

Freedom is found in Jesus Christ. On the cross,
perfect love wins. Jesus came as a guilt offering; an aton-
ing sacrifice that forgives and redeems our past. At the
resurrection, Jesus removes our anxiety by securing our
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eternity. We should not fear anything, not even death
itself. Christ brings us the ultimate victory over guilt,
anxiety and despair. Faith in Jesus can set us free from
all fear.

Freedom is receiving the Holy Spirit. God’s spir-
it gives us a peace and joy that surpasses all understand-
ing. It is a spirit of love, self-control, and power not a
spirit of timidity. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. The Holy Spirit is our guide to help us over-
come all fear.

The fear of the Lord leads to the freedom from
fear. God the Father loves us and accepts us. Jesus
Christ’s loving death and resurrection brings about our
redemption. The Holy Spirit is the gift of love, constant-
ly renewing us until all fear is removed. Fear not broth-
ers and sisters! For God’s love is perfecting us!
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

We are grateful to the following, who made a donation:
In honor of Armine Mardiguian’s 100th Birthday, from

Helen Kaboolian.

In loving memory of husband John W. Margosian, from
Mrs. Alice Margosian

To the AMAA’s Christmas Joy Package drive , from
Anoush Haig.

For Christmas and Tertig: Mr. Antwan Ahad, Charles Aja-
mian, Verjin Arpiarian, Maida Artinian, RoseMarie Ashbahian,
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Avedis, Vahram & Lucienne Aynilian, Nurhan
& Victoria Becidyan, Mrs. Ankin G. Bertelsen, Araxie Boyajian,
Rev. Mary Brown, Michael & Donna Cherkezian, Mrs. Margaret
Cherkezian, Ankine Dadian, Nina Darmanian, Ms. Rachel Do-
hanian, Jack Dokouzian, Anoush Haig, John Hale, Phyllis Ha-
mo, Mariana Hamparian, Paul Haronian, Mrs. Robert Hazen, Mr.
Warren Holopigian, Anahid Iskian, Armen Janjigian, Rev. Wil-
liam Kalaidjian, Mr. & Mrs. Haig Kalfaian, Paul Kayaian, Abra-
ham H. Kedeshian, Paul & Gail Keyishian, Richard Keyishian,
Ms Anie Khachadourian, Bayard Ludlum, Mr. Armen Mardigui-
an, J. Mardirossian, Mrs. Alice Margosian, Merze Mazmanian,
Hilda Melconian, Herair & Sirvart Mouradian, Steven Nahabedi-
an, William & Carolyn Nahabedian, Karen Navarra, Mr. & Mrs.
Anthony Picone, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Tartanian, Esther Tavetian,

Louise Tezel, Pearl Vazeos, & Hassie Yankelovich.
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

l 1 J e want to express our gratitude to the following for
their generous sponsorship of a Fellowship Hour

in the month of December:
Vanouhi Ahad, in loving memory of Azniv Ajemian.

Claire Kedeshian, in loving memory of Dr. & Mrs. Aram and
Zohra Der Boghosian, and Grace Kedishian.

We also are thankful to the following for their generous
contribution towards our Fellowship Hour:

Helen Dayton
Steven Nahabedian

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

December 14 - In loving memory of Azniv Ajemian, by
Vanouhi Ahad & family.

December 22 - In acknowledgement and celebration of Peter
Kayaian’s graduation from the Culinary Institute of America,
by his proud grandfather, Berge Kayaian.




Christmas Sunday, December 22,

* Poinsettias Presented: *

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hamparian by Marianna Ham-

parian.

In loving memory of Krikor & Anoush Keyishian by Richard
Keyishian.

In loving memory of parents Mihran & Mary Dokouzian, wife
Doris, sister Sarah, and grandson Simon, by Mr. Jack
Dokouzian.

In loving memory of Hamo Darmanian, by N. Darmanian.

In loving memory of Rev. Nerces & Mrs. Gulenia Khachadouri-
an, by Anie Khachadourian.

In loving memory of Luther, Seth, and Estelle Dogramajian &
Family, by Pearl Vazeos.

In loving memory of Melcon G. Melconian, by Hilda Melconian.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian, by Mrs. Margaret
Cherkezian.

In loving memory of Mrs. Matilda Larchain, by Maida Artinian.

In loving memory of Gregory Janjigian, by Armen Janjigian.

In loving memory of Rev. Mihran T. Kalaidjian, by Rev. William
G. Kalaidjian.

In loving memory of Harry Kundakjian & Zaven Meger-
ditchian, by Louise Tezel.

In loving memory of Shnork & Taline Dadian, by Ankine Dadi-
an.

In loving memory of Rev. A. A. Bedikian, by Mrs. Gloria Ayvazi-
an.
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In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian, by Charles Ajamian.

In loving memory of Kegham & Rosa Kaboolian, by Hassie
Yankelovich.

In loving memory of Alfred & Betty Kaleblian, by Karen Na-
varra.

In loving memory of father, husband, and grandfather Zaven
Megerditchian, by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Picone & Family.

In loving memory of parents Helen & Puzant Cherkezian,
brother Nazaret Cherkezian and uncle Mehran Cherkezi-
an, by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

In loving memory of Alfred & Betty Kaleblian, by Byron &
Karen.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian, by Michael & Donna
Cherkezian, Stephanie Cherkezian, Megan, Dave & Lena
Troise.

In loving memory of my big sister Lucy Kambourian, by
Armine Mardiguian.

In loving memory of father Diran on his birthday, December
10th, by Anoush Haig.

In loving memory of Aram Tavetian, by Esther Tavetian.

In honor of Pastor Haig and my brothers and sisters in Christ
at AECNYC, by Rev. Mary Brown.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday, gradu-
ation, or another special occasion.
Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling

the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

January 4  Rabbi Jesus
(Mark 4:21-33)
January 10 Armenian Christmas Party - 7:30 PM

January 11 Fear Or Jesus
(Mark 4:35-41)

January 18 Demons, Pigs, And Jesus
(Mark 5:1-20)

January 25 Women And Jesus
(Mark 5:21-41)

January 30 Friday Night Worship
*[talics indicate Sermon Title

S e e S e

. Happy New Year & Mevy Qunenian Christmas! .

“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid?” (Psalm 27:1)
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