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Armenia: A Story of Qutcasts

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven”- Christ Jesus

A couple of years ago, | was eating in the cafeteria
of my seminary with my Caucasian classmates.
The topic of conversation was “white guilt,” or the col-
lective culpability of white America. Everyone around
the table took turns confessing the sins of their forefa-
thers, from the genocide of Native Americans to slavery
and the segregation of African Americans. When it came
my turn to confess, I couldn’t. Of course, Armenians
aren’t perfect, but I was unable to feel guilty about my
ancestors doing horrible things to people. 1 told my
friends that I may be from the Caucasus mountains, but |
am not a white western person. My people are the op-
pressed. My grandparents were survivors of the Armeni-
an Genocide and my parents escaped a civil war in Leba-
non. The rest of my people’s history is marked with per-
secution and alienation.

Armenians are outcasts because of Christianity.
Armenians’ Christian identity became firmly established
through the missionary work of Mesrop Masdots, who
created an alphabet to translate the Bible into Armenian.



What emerged was a spiritual and cultural revival among
the people that was centered on the Good News of Jesus
Christ. However, a few decades later, in 451 C.E., two
dramatic events would set the trajectory of Armenian
history. One was on the battlefield the other was in the
church.

On May 26, 451 C.E., Vartan the Brave led the
Armenian troops on the plains of Avarayr to preserve
their new Christian identity. The king of Persia made a
decree that the Armenians within his empire had to re-
nounce their faith and embrace Zoroastrianism. Most
Armenians refused and fought back. Greatly outnum-
bered, they lost the battle, but won the war in keeping the
Christian faith. This would be the first of many more
waves of horrific invasions by Arabs, Mongols, and Sel-
juk and Ottoman Turks. All these great empires would
rise and fall, but the Armenian Christian witness en-
dured.

The other event that shaped the future of Arme-
nia was the Church Council of Chalcedon, which was
held in 451 throughout the month of October. Christian
clergy gathered to decide the doctrine concerning Jesus
Christ’s divinity: in what way was He divine? Armenian
clergy were unable to attend this meeting. The position
that was reached at the council was that Jesus is one per-
son with two natures, fully divine and fully human. The
Armenian church — along with the Coptic, Ethiopian,
Indian, and Syrian churches — disagreed with this deci-



sion, because it seemed to them that they were splitting
the person of Jesus Christ by saying two natures and not
one. The Catholic and Greek Orthodox churches thought
these churches, which would be called Oriental Ortho-
dox, were mixing Christ's natures. I personally think this
is a paradox and each side misunderstood the other, but,
what is germane here is how the event surrounding this
important theological difference would separate the Ar-
menian church from the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox
churches. After Chalcedon, the Armenian church be-
came an outlier within Christendom.

Armenians have never quite fit in. [ say all this
not with tears in my heart but with pride: despite our im-
perfections, the Armenian story is one that is faithful to
Jesus Christ, who became an outcast for our sake, so that
we can be accepted by God. I am grateful that my ances-
tors were willing to be persecuted for the one who makes
us righteous. I am humbled to call myself an Armenian
because of all the martyrs who were willing to die for the
one who gives eternal life. I boast in being Armenian for
its collective testimony that boasts in Christ Jesus.

S:’/P/W'/r\g The Tisen Load,

On October 27, 2014, the Anglican and Oriental Orthodox churches reached
an agreement concerning the council of Chalcedon. To learn about this histor-
ic event, visit: http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2014/10/history-made,-as-

anglicans,-oriental-orthodox-agree-on-christs-incarnation.aspx.



pLoN’d Ut LUULPLL 8hUNRUP

NNk EPRL
(Part 1)

l | 8ULRUL owwn Up otowinithtt Bhunmuh
dwpnnit dhobt tnws nwuppipniphiuubpp np'

uwdwbniphtutpp' npnup wudhdbjhopkt gnniphtl
niiht Epyniphtt dhotit' wmunbtu J'wnuntht: 8huniu
Juwnwpbwy dwpp tp, hul dkup wiuuwnwp Eup,
niunh dkp wujuwnwpniphiup - ppnphwé Gup dhown -
ghwnht sh ponnmip ppuljut punpuunnipbwb, dky
Ynnut'  Juuwpbtwh, hul dJhww  Yondt wy'
wiuwwnwphtt  dhobr: Uupu  bEqws &
pphunnubwljui dnwdnidh hwunwwnniws
wiwbnmphiup  ulhqpkt  hbunk: Puyg  wyy
wiwbnmphiup uppwy b @Ok nDLp 518 hohzull:u, whwh
owiwmlip gnjg wy:

Lwju b wpwy sUnnuwmbtp pk  Bhunu
£phunnnu, Uunniwdnpnht, dwpnugui, wjuhlpl,
huswtu np  Utknwpwiubt wyp §p  hwunwnk
wibpypuwjontl, «dwpyng tdw» tpu, e dwpgng

Uk wwypbkgui: Miphy pugwwnpniphtung dp' qop



Unwpbwip Yp qnpdwsk, dkqh «hnpdwnwljhg» Equ
U:  Uju thnpdwnwlgniphiip nipkdt pwbwinp
y'puk dbtp thopdp' hunnknt gkp wjiput dp
udwbniphiutp 8huntup tr dupgnit dhobt' nppuite
L mwppbpniphiubp:

Onpdwnwljgniphtup bujub wuydwb dpt kp
np 8huntu hp thplswljub wnwpbjniphtup jupkuwp
Juwnwpky: I‘thull:u Yptwp wit juunwupbnipbub
wnwolnpnl]  wbuwwwp  dwpphl Gpk  hupp
dupnuyhtt puniplwt vwhdwbwinpmphiiubpniu
thnpdwnwljut  Swhopniphtt  sniubkuwp, b hp
widht  dbkp  swwwugniguutp  pk dwpyp
Jupbjhniphtt nitukp Juuwpbw] ppuyne: Gpeh
wjuwnunp punipbwudp odwnniwd dwipnp
Juwpbjhniphtt  smiubtwp Juunwpbw]  ppugnt’
nipdt hyn™t 8huntu &hpmd pubikgkp dwpynih
Jpuy np juunwpbniptw dnnp, i hwuth: Ul
spuwit - «Uhw' ku dkq uwnwptw] whuk pubd»: 0's:
Puyg puu, «Bu dkqh whku wbwwnwp puniphirh
whwh wntbd Ypuwu np gnjg mwd dkqh pk h'usyku
Jupkh 3 hwjunuly wijwnwpnpbwub’
Juwwnwpbwy ppup:  Zpuikpp jud Yngp 8huniup
tlwing ppunt’ kipunpl) Yo nwy pk dwpyoii
hwdwp juwnwpbwy pjpug upbihniphit dpt B Gph



wynuitu spijwp, thplsuljwl quppuybnuniphiip, np
pphutninutwljut Juppuybtnnipbut wiljhrbwpuph
E Up thph, b Utknwpwip Yp Ynpubguk hp
qnpniphtip:

Opyniptwt Juppuuybnmpbwt donblhwnt
skup dpjunuljutiopkl, juikwn
muwhwwnwlubonpky, punhwlwrwlu, UES jnjuny,
Junuwhmpbwdp, bt ppuluwinipbudp: Shuntu
skjun  dwpphl  jmuwhwinbkgilm,  hwuyw
pwowpknt: Shuntu hp  Juwwpbniphiup
sgnigunplg, kL hp wbdp spqunkg wajuwnwup b
pontun dwpnynipkuk: Ub hupghupp «qupubgr,
puwn wnwpkjuljui pugunpniphbul, hn
wunniwsmpkiubt npykugh gnyg wwy phk hsyt'u
Ypluy dwpyljughip hp dke, wunniwswwy: Ul hp
wtdp tnjiugnig Ukqh hkwn, dkqh wku tnu, pwdutg
Ukqh htinn Ukp thnpdwnmiphiuubpp, dkqh htwn pujkg
kwph thonwn, thnonwn wdpkh kL JEunwuh ophtiwy
Up Enut Juuwpbmpbwt:  Ywwunwpbwp tp m
wijuwnwp tnut npytugh wujuwwnwp dwupgnil jnyu
Uhpoisk  Yuwwpbuy  ppumt punphht gl
qopnipbwt np Uunnmiwd Up pjununwbuwy wdku
wintig npnup hbnwdniwn §'ppjut juwnwpbnipbutb:



Shuniu £phunnu Ukquk pwwn wwppkp kE, wyn', puyg
dkup wy ppku tdwb Gup dbp puimpbwb owwn Up
Unnutpnyp, b wbntg 2oowihbjh, ujwpugptkih
wpuuwjujnniphrutkpngp: Swippbpniphiuubpp
puguyuyunn  Eu:  Lwpnghsubpnt ppudwqgnijup Yp
Juqukt JUES dwuwdp wyn wwppbpmiphiaubpp,
npnug Ypwy owpmbwl Yp pwpngkt L Qp
hunphppwéta:  Uwpnyniphiup wybiu s'niqip np
hptug tptuhtt wpnith ph dbnuinp b Gpk juy nptek
hponniphit’ npnih ghunwlhg b wpnkh wg B0
owpniiwl] dwpnynt dp Gphuhtt wwnyg hp dbnpp
thnfjuwtiwl] wunp dke thplniknt hndp wppugubn,
pupniptut dwwnbws £ quuhlu: Twwn dwpnhl
|j'publ wyuop - «k'h, Uknuinp kip' dkquinp kip, hus
pukup»: Zwownnmiwé Yp pniht pjpuy hpkug dknpht ko
Swlwwnwgphtt htn: Uuhu wbwnwppipnipbut
hEwnbiwtp sk huyuw!' nruwhwwnniplwi:
£phunnibuwy pwpnghsukpnt poup wkwp L np
thnjunth: Uljwiop wjbiu  dwbdpugubne sk
hpnpniptwdp  Jp' npmit wppkt pbunwth k
dwpnyniphiip: Unwédp Ypuk phk wungm dp
pwnwuntl wiqud swp bu (Gud jukup tu) puby'
wnuib jukbpe jud sup §'pup rwunhupulnipbut
tyuwwnwlj E nnnit dkg wipphgil) ghnwlgniphiup'
hp puniplwut 18 dwnwg pwpntlt



Jupbjhniphtuubpnit, ppunt own wkh thuyni
tL juonn pwib np k' Ubtp hwwwwpp 8huntuh Ypuy
hwunwwnnibint £ Utnp hdwubnt jupbhnipbut
Upwy:  Utnpp whwp sk okipink), hwwu' ubippusky
Ubnuiinpp Jupbjhnipbwdp tdwtbnt 8huniup' np
juwwnwpbwy B 0y phk dkgphtt wpwbwlniphiup
phptigul), hwwyw' Swbpwgul] Gplnipbub
lununnudp B Jupkhmphiip: Utnph &
hppyniptbwt  Juppuybnmppip  Jbpgtng
dunujuimptwt ghwnutt nuk] ppujuinipbut
ghinuht dpuy: Uy kp dpwghpp Er dbpnwnp pnih
huplt Shuniup, & wnljk wwppbp skp Yptwp prrug
juonntint hwdwp hp phuyuiniptwip dke:

Utup whwh Ykpgutup wdwdnmpbwb swwn
wuwupq bopkp'  Bhuntup B dwpnmit dhob,
nruwpwibknt hwdwp wyt hhdtwlwt junphnipnp
qnp, pubkbp, hppbr pughwunip «pbwpw» whwp
gnpdwskup Ubkp Juonpruljut
lunphpywbniphruttpni:

-U. U. 16ShutUuL

(Happiness: Part 2 will be in our December Volume)
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made by the Murray Hill Society.
Donations were made on behalf of the Telfeyan Evan-
gelical Fund.

il

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

! 1 /e would like to express our gratitude to the follow-

ing for their generous contribution towards our
Fellowship Hour in the month of October:

Karen I Bedrosian-Richardson
Helen Dayton
Sarpi Hajian
Armen Kherlopian

Caroline Schoner

Happy

[rom the Armenian Frangelical Church of NY
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POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS

1 I wish to donate poinsettias to beautify the altar
for the holiday season.

In loving memory of

In honor of

Enclosed is my check for $ (Any amount over $20.00)

Name

Address

(Please return to the church by mail as soon as possible)

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

October 19 - In loving memory of uncle Samuel Gron
Chakerian and mother Arpine Chakerian Mullisen, by
Eunice Gick.

October 26 - In loving memory of church member
Zaven Megerditchian, by the Armenian Evangelical
Church of NY.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday,
graduation, or another special occasion.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by
calling the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 7:00 PM

November 2 The Authority of Jesus
(Mark 1:21-28)

November 9 Loneliness and Jesus
(Mark 1:35-45)

November 16 Bringing Others To Jesus
(Mark 2:1-12)

November 21 Friday Night Worship - 7:30 PM

November 23 Religious, Sinners, and Jesus
(Mark 2:13-17)

Happy Thanksgiving!

November 30 Fasting, Feasting, and Jesus
(Mark 2:18-22)

*[talics indicate Sermon Title

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

(John 10:10)
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