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How Not To Pray

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to
pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them,
“When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your
name...” (Luke 11:1-2)

There is something inherently difficult about
asking for help, yet at the heart of prayer is
the understanding that we need help from God. To
pray is to recognize that we cannot do anything
worthwhile apart from God. The disciples had
witnessed Jesus pray on a regular basis but it took
them a while to ask Jesus for help in learning how
to pray. In fact, it was only one of the disciples
who had the courage to ask how to pray. The
Good News is that Jesus teaches us how to pray
and that God listens.

Studies show that the most common first
word a baby speaks in America is “da-da.” Like-
wise when we learn to pray, our first word should
be “da-da.” The way Jesus teaches us to pray is
personal. It is connecting to God, who is as inti-



mate and close to us as our parents. We need to go
to God for support, just like when we turn to our
parents for help. If we are having difficulty under-
standing something we need to ask God our Father
for wisdom. If we are hungry, we need to ask God
our Father to provide. If we are hurt, we need the
embrace of God our Father. If we are bored, we
need to go to God and ask for some excitement.

In society, there are few biological fathers
who show Christ’s love. Many are simply not
there while others may be around but are emotion-
ally and spiritually absent from the home. We
know who God the Father is because we know
His son Jesus Christ. Jesus reveals God to us.
When we say Our Father, we are affirming that
we belong to the Father of Jesus Christ, who not
only created us but saved us. When we say Our
Father, we are affirming our adoption by the Holy
Spirit and that we belong to God’s family the
church. When we say Our Father, we address God
whose name is love.

Prayer is as natural as talking to God but it
is also supernatural because we are communi-
cating with our Heavenly Father. When we pray to
our Father in Heaven, we acknowledge that God



does not belong to a particular place in space and
time, but is found outside of it. This means that
you do not have to be in a particular building to
connect with God. This means you do not have to
recite a particular mantra to be connected with
God. This means you can stop reading this right
now and say a prayer to God and God will hear
you wherever you are and whoever you might be.

Jesus teaches us that when we pray, we are
speaking to the Heavenly Father; the first thing
we ask God in the Lord’s Prayer is that His name
be hallowed. To hallow God’s name means three
things. The first and most straightforward is that
God’s name is holy. A good way to begin prayer
is to acknowledge the holiness of God, to pro-
claim the obvious and compliment God for being
perfectly perfect. The second implication of hal-
lowing God’s name is to make sure we do not
misuse God’s name. To honor God’s name is to
follow the third commandment, refraining from
taking Lord’s name in vain. The final aspect of
hallowing God’s name is evangelical. It is asking
God to reveal Himself to the world; it is making
the request to God to have others see His holiness,
too. Once we see our Heavenly Father for who He
is, our natural response is prayer and praise.



Father in Heaven! Holy is your loving
name. Help us to always remember who you are.
Guard our hearts and minds from spiritual amne-
sia. Free us from our fear of the past. Calm us
from the anxieties of the future. Give us your Holy
Spirit to help us live for you in making your holy
Son known to the world, In Jesus Christ’s name,
Amen.
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made in honor of Rev. Haig
Kherlopian, by Nevart Darmanian.

il

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

e would like to express our gratitude to the fol-

lowing for hosting a Fellowship Hour in the
month of April: Dolly & Katherine Tharp, and
Vanouhi Ahad.
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EASTER DONATIONS

We would like to thank the following for their Easter
gifts: Rev. William G. Kalaidjian, Raffi Ma-
khoulian, Claire S. Kedeshian, Anahid Iskian, Hil-
da B. Melconian, George & Susan Bashian, Pearl
Vazeos, Charles Ajamian, Elizabeth Aijian Mun-
roe, Mr. & Mrs. Charles N. Tartanian, Vicky &
Nurhan Becidyan, and Rev. & Mrs. Nishan Ba-
kalian.

Chancel Flowers
April 13 - In honor of Serpoohi Mardirossian in appre-
ciation for her faithful stewardship of the Fellowship
Hour over the last year, by Dolly Tharp.

Palms for Palm Sunday
April 13 - In memory of most extraordinary and imagi-
native mother, Marie Tevonian, who started this tradi-
tion, by Stephanie Tevonian.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday,
birthday or graduation.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling the
church office at 212-685-3177.
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Easter Sunday Spring Flowers

In loving memory of parents Rev. A. A. Bedikian & Marie
Bedikian, by Gloria Ayvazian

In loving memory of parents Helen & Puzant Cherkezian,
brother Nazaret Cherkezian and uncle Mehran Cherkezi-
an by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

In loving memory of Rev. Mihran Tatios Kalaidjian & his
Wife, by Rev. William G. Kalaidjian & his Wife.

In loving memory of Adrina Kayaian by Paul Kayaian.

In loving memory of Melcon G. Melconain by Hilda B. Mel-
conian.

In honor of Rev. Haig Kherlopian by Alice Philibosian.

In loving memory of parents Arthur, Gloria Teager, brother
Robert Teager, grandparents Stephen and Margaret
Teager and Misak and Helen Sahagian, and uncle Ed-
ward Sahatjian, by Stephen & Dolly Tharp, Kat and Ron.

In loving memory of Dogramajian Family and Vazeos Family,
by Pearl Vazeos.

In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian, by Charles Ajamian.

In loving memory of parents Kaloost & Siroon Pilibosian Aiji-
an and sister Ruth Philibosian, by Elizabeth & Tom Mun-
roe.

In loving memory of Shnork and Taline Dadian, by Ankine
Dadian.

In loving memory of Keghan and Rosa Kaboolian, by Hasmieg
Yankelovich.

In loving memory of Grace Babakian, by George Babakian.

In loving memory of husband John Walter Margosian and
parents Asdghig and Vartan Margosian, by Mrs. Alice
Margosian.

In loving memory of parents Mihran and Mary Dokouzian,
wife Billie, sister Sarah and grandson Simon, by Jack
Dokouzian.

In loving memory of Dr. Jirayr Tezel, by Louise Tezel and
Family.

In honor of my dear brothers and sisters in Christ at the
Aremenian Evangelical Church of New York who are
never far from my heart, by Pastor Mary Brown.

In honor of Rev. Haig Kherlopian, by Mr. & Mrs. Bruce
Momjian & Family.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for:
Sunday Morning Worship.: 11:00 am
Bible Study. Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Friday Night Worship: 7:00 pm

June 1 The Narrow Road
(Matthew 7:12-14)
June 8 Beware of Religion!
(Matthew 7:15-23)
June 15 Building Like Jesus
(Matthew 7:15-23)
June 22 Guest Preacher
Mesrop Borekjian
June 29 Guest Preacher

Rev. Kevin Fiedler

*[talics indicate Sermon

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
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