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The Blessed Cross: Part 11

A Reflection on the Beatitudes and the
Last Words of Jesus on the Cross
' I ‘he Beatitudes describe the life of those who pick

up their cross and follow Jesus Christ. According

to one tradition, the eight corners of the Armenian
Cross (Hatch Kar) represent each of the Beatitudes
found at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount.
Last month, we took a look at the first four Beatitudes
and saw how they were expressed on the cross. Now,
we will explore the next four and see their relation to
the words Christ spoke at his crucifixion.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will re-
ceive mercy. Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament by be-
ing the, once and for all, atoning sacrifice for the for-
giveness of sin. This forgiveness is not something we
deserve; but it is an act of mercy. On the cross, Jesus
prays Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they do. Even when the crowds were mocking
Jesus as a failed savior, Jesus did not waiver from
showing mercy to those who did not deserve it. At the
cross, God reveals his mercy and forgiveness towards

us. Therefore, we are commanded to be merciful and



forgiving towards others.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God. Purity of the heart is having unpolluted mo-
tives. Often times, our hearts are clouded, sullied with
idolatry. We seek the reward of created things rather
than seeking fellowship with the Creator of all things.
Jesus reveals God to us and also shows us what a pure
heart looks like. The pure in heart are those who pray
like Jesus on the cross, Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit. The pure heart is one that moves
the body to seek first the kingdom of God. It is a heart
that says “not my will, but God’s will be done.” It is a
heart with single-minded obedience to God’s com-
mand. It is a beating heart that bleeds out the love that
is from God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God. Peace is always the objec-
tive for the disciple of Christ. The mission given to the
church is one of reconciling the world with God and
with one another. At the cross, Jesus declares victory
over sin and death with his battle cry, it is finished.
Jesus Christ’s accomplished work puts an end to sin
and death, and welcomes believers into God’s family.
Jesus reconciles God and humankind by dissolving the
barrier of sin that separated them. Christ defeats death



with his death, giving humanity a future. The children
of God are those who show hospitality in the midst of
hostility. They are children who want to make the
family bigger by passing the peace achieved by Jesus
Christ.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. In this world, the merciful will face injustice.
The pure in heart will breathe in the pollution of inig-
uity. The peacemakers will be victims of war. The
Christian will at times want to shout Psalm 22 as Jesus
did on the cross, My God, my God, why you have
forsaken me? But the Christian will gladly endure for
righteousness’ sake because doing what is right is the
deepest desire of the disciple. Christians are able to
endure in the face of adversity because Christ has
faced the adversary on their behalf. The kingdom of
God is filled with citizens grateful for their King and
will endure anything for him.

Blessed are those who follow Christ down the
narrow path of the cross. They are fortunate because
Jesus is their King. They are happy because they are
welcomed into God’s Kingdom. Let us pick up our

crosses and follow his footsteps into eternity.



Easter Flowers
If you wish to donate flowers for Easter Sunday
in loving memory or in honor of a loved one
please send your donation to the church office by
Tuesday, April 15, 2014.
Any donation over $20.00 is appreciated.
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«Nonnu ' 8puniu Lppuinnup wrwpkuy Ukp hplhs
Uuinniws k. ukp jojup Ennn Lppuinnu huntupl’
hpwdwbnyp» (G. Shu. 1.1):

(l]-oqnu Unwpbw| 8hunmu £phunnup §p Ynsk
Ukp «qnjup»: £phunnutuljui
wunniwswpwunipbutt  Ukg, njup £Lphunnunyg Yp
ujuiwyg, Yepuohibpm dwpyp b wopiwphp  (huw
unpp) kL wthwwnht YEwupht dke «unpp» Tunphp k, qnp
Uunniws Yt vouy b Jhwly wyphipt £ JEwiph nidht:
Uju nydp 4nt quy £phunnnuh dwhny bEu jupnipbudp.
hwununbing wju hpwlwuniphiup, pk jnup Epptp dbp
Ukokl sk np Yp uljup, wy Yp npmh pipupwitishippu (1):



Ujuntnkt Yp ufuh hpwlwbniphiup, pk wju «npup»
Unjuhlipt npmpbwis ufhqpl b (hdw Ykpuohlibyn
gnpdpupwgn), np Ynt qu Ukqh £phuninuti: Uju jnjup
Yuplih sk unpdhy, wy whop b opdly b hupagily
quye (2): Ujpu huwuwnny, pphutnubwljut
wunniwswpwiniphtup  hhdiniws  § «dwppgluyghe
junwohiunugp» wwwhnybnt hwdngmudhtt Ypuy, nip
Shunitu £phunnnu uljuur  «qundniphiip thnpubne
wnwpbniphtup, hp wnwpbwjibkpth ulubwy, npnup
thnjukghtt Jhwupp hipupwtship wuhwwnh, npnib
hwughybkgut (3): At wwlwitht, wwpnn £Lphuwnnu
JEunuuh hpwwiniphtt k, hipupwiship dwppljughe
Ytwlph dkg: «dbpunptt duntp Jud «unp Suntuny
hwujugnnnippiip - whwh  pungpltp  pt dwpgp
Ykuguuh E, wypnn hpuuiniphtt Lphunnuny: Uju
hpuwjuinipbwt  dbky twbkt whwh wbubl] pk
Uwpnuyht fwtpp sh JEpgwtwp phghpuljut dwhny:
Ept Uunniws ukp b b dwpymb dke «quuyphy, b pk
Uuwnniwd dupynitt hwdwp dbnun b jupmiphit wnw,
npbkdt  Ytwbupp wwphph hwuljugnynipbwdp sh
Jbipowbwp b1 wulk Gwnp wp: dhqhpwljut dwhp Yp
nuntuw) ujhqp «jEkwtpht», np uwhdwi sniih (4):

Uju hdwuwnny, £phuninuh jnjup qunpuwiwljutpn
hwulugnyniphiul k, npnyhbwnt

w) £Lphunnuh jnjuny dwpnp quuue hp Yhwbph
qquuunniphtp:



Lphunnutwlwt  nup dwuppmit ot wnw
jupdwpbint winwniphip: b Yoquk npytugh dwpyp
phuwgpunt Jujup, wyph  hwdbpuguniptudp,  bpp
unjuhul hp snpu Ynnup wbwwwhnd £ (5): Gphk
Lphuwninuh njup Yoqlk dwpnmu npuytugh wkutk hp
Jhpointt nu guip, wb bwhkl Yp pwowkpk npuykugh unju
wthwwnp huwpp npnuk pnidbnt wyny pnjnpp: 8njup
Yoguk npujtugh Yhwliph gmnpnniubpp Yupbih piug
hwdwnpt] b JEpunuwuwinpl] hwdbkpwopuoptl, dky
wUpnnonipbwt Uk (6): Lphuninuph jnup Jdkq Yp
qquuwnwgul; pk Yuy htwpp bt Ejp npbik ndniupnipkuk
b1 dwpunuwhpunkpk: Ujpu jnjup, np dwpnni tkpuhnht k,
twht Yp qqmiowght qhlip, pt  hnl ynipup, Ubkp
ubkpwohiwphtu wunht Yuy «oquniphiu» (7):

p) £ppunnup jnjuny dwpngp nppuytinkg nppnn
Jh&wljubkpnii:

8njup i dnwhngniphiip nitht Uk hwuwpulug
Jupnwpup, npntp - ppup bt punuymbn] - Yp
unbndtt Yhwuph dbkp junwewbwnt bt Lip (Epkp)
guiutnt hwulugnymphtup: Uju hdwuwnny, dwpy
whkwnp muh pt Uinwhngmpbwl, pt jnuh: Quhuinp
Uinwhngniphtip Yoquk npujkugh withwinp htnnt diuy
wlhngniptul ti whpwpdniptul: Uhtu Ynndk, jnjup
logqut npwtugh wbhuwwnp sjuolwinmh qujuh b
Unwhngnipbwt shpkh ukpu, b §nit wnwygy pugniphiup
gnpdhn: Ujpu Enynt hpwlwuniphruttpniu



junnwljniphiup Un Junwowguk jtwuph
«hnpnfuntphiips: Gwpkih sk np dwpy pt’ mpupu b pt’
jntuwithg piiuwy, bpk wb juwph ppewtih up dty, nip snpu
Ynnup oppuwmonk Yuwy wdnn wnpuwnmphii: Mkwnp k
htwpp dp npnul] B quul] winp wundwnws
thnjuniphtip (8): Ukipluy dudwtwljubpp
Junjuiowljut tu nmuwpuupnipludp 18
niuwpnipbudp: Cunhwtpuuku, Juy wg
wnyuinpniphiip ph jnruwhwnwljut opkpp, nruwhwn
dwpnhly jupunwnpbi: Zufunwli wy &hoy k. nuuwhun
dwpnhy jnuwhwnwuljut jugniphtubp jupunwnpbi
(9): Uy py np J&nwlut Yp dbuwy jpruwhwnwulub
Jugniphtuubpp Jbhpwst] juiwnbunipbwi: Uwppht
Lntnkp puws k. «Apkik put np Ypikp wouwphh puy,
ypukip quyt jnjuny: Bpk pul Up whnh plkbp kL nbn dp
whwuh hwubhup, dkup wtwinp mbhtup jnjup: Twpgp Yp
thpynth  jnjuny»(10):  8njup  Yp  thnjuk  wiynju
Yugniphtutbpp (11):

@) £phuwnnuh jnjuny dupyp junpkg dwhniw:

£phunnup ounphwé nup Epk wpduwwnugus k
wigbwjh dby, twhkt mbh wwwquh mdp  (huw
thnpuwphibne EL thnpuwjuipgbint hwuljugnnniphiup):
£phunnnu thplhkg dwpngp L quyu gpur hp unbndsws
«puqunpnipbwi» Uk, np Yp Yhgpnuwbwyy wopuwuphh
Ubnptipp yEpugubnt hpwluwiuniptwu dky, np Yp wuhk
dwpnp Jjuthnkiwuiuniptut hudwn(12):



Lphpunnutwlwt  jnjup wdpnnowlut  nju L, np
Yptingnyt  Jdwpnlughtt  Yewbph  pognp Ynmqdbpp
wbdtwub b puybpught: Uju pdwuwnny, jnjup sh
Yhuwp b swdpnnowtiwp dwhniwt hpuljunipbwt
htn, wy) «qhphpuljwie jnju pugny, Yp upwbt dwpgp
mbubint hpwwiumphiup, widhowlwt hnphqnuku
wunhl, dwppuyhtt YEwuph bEplhpuyhtt gnymiphutu
ntyh juthnbkiwlwuniphii (13):

Lphunnutwlw jnpup sh Yhuwp Uwtwmg Nippuph
hpujuniptwt dke: Ul jnju dp sk, np dnu ghpiquut
k1 hnt dtwg: Uju jnjup hwuwt jupnipbwt Yhpwlhht,
np dwpyp wbuur B guut pE <hwdpbpmphiop
thnpdwnniphtl, nt thnpdwnniphtup jnju b: 8njup
wdopny sh dqkp Juutigh Uuwnnidny ukpp Ukp upnkpnit
Utg wnwpwéniws £ Unipp Znghhtt dhgngnd np dkqh
wnpnikgus (Znnd. 5.4-5):

Uju E  Lphuninuph  jnjuht hhdpp.  Uuwnnidng
hpuwlubmphiup, np junpkg dwhniwb, b npmb (huw'
Uuwnnidny) uhpnjt dvhongny dwppp Yp owpnibwmyk
Switistiuy) b &wtisgnih) Lphuwnnuk (14):

Puyg wju qnjup»  «]bpuohibny kL «anphis
qnpdpupugp whnp b pwpmibnulby) gub] wypng b
wuynpninn  hpuwlwiniphiiipne dke: Uju E ubkpluy
dudwtiuljubpnt pphunnubuy) wthwnht G Bynkkghht
UEy hhdtwlut dwpuwhpuikpp: Swpnipbwb jnjup
Jupnunpt  wjt mdp, np  dwpyp  junwelnpnk
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unthpnudh Bt hnqusmipbwi: Uju hpulutu bt twbe
wjuop,  kpp  Ubpyuy  wppuwphp  Yp  nwqlwyh
muwhwnnmpbwt mwppbp hnnynjpubpk (15): Puyg
twhl  pphunntbwluwl  up  wowbdht  wwpbm
twhwdbnuniphit sk Ut hunwpwlwb wppuunwph
wpquuhp b bUnkgh, dngnympy b wqg: Ugu
hwirwpwljwt wojuwnwiupny k np pphunnnubwljut jnjup
Juquuugpt dwpyp b hwiwpufuimphiop  (16):
Zunwpwljutt wppuwnwiphtt Uk, hipwpwiship wthwn
(Muwy wt  hwuwpwl, wlnwu, wignquih jud
|ntuwigpuyht) hp pwdhup niuh phpknt wyu «unph»
hpwgnpénudht Uke (17):

dbpowyiku, pphuninubwt Juisniws b gniuwnu:
Uu wknp E opowigk hp dwnwhngmphibbpt nu
ndntwpmiphitbpp Bt unpgh Uunnmuwubswoniish
ubpjuyugnigws njup»: Uthpwdbionn £ nnipu quy
duppguyhtt  vwhdwbwhwlnudubptt B (dwgnudk,
npytugh Jupbih puy nbubl)] wywquyh hnphgnih
Ypwy unph uljqpwinpniphitip: Spowughkiny pninp
wnqbipltpp, h puguntw G, np ppowgkg wppiuphp
hp jupnipbwdp (19): Lphuninuh suinphws jnjub £ wju
UEyp, mnmip wbhwwnp  Yp  Jepuwphunth  «unp»
ppuluimpbudp Up, hnu' wju  wopiwphht Uk
Unjihip wyu njup Yoghk dwpnp npytugh wnbubk
juthnkiujuiniptut ounphws «hnjuntwd»
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hpwih&wyp, thty Yuuph hp Ephpught Yhwipht Gty
(20):
£phunnu jupbtut h Uknkjng: Ophukwy £ jupniphiup
Lphunnup, npd E dbp tkpub bt wyuqu G jnjup.. .
U, np yp  Jbpwphutk  Jkq & dbkp
hwiwpwljwuniphtuutpp:
-20U3 KEMELGUL
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£phuwnnu juntwt h dknking
Ophubw k£ jupniphiutt £phunnnup

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made in memory of brother, Nazaret
Cherkezian, by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

il

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

e would like to express our gratitude to the fol-
lowing for hosting a Fellowship Hour in the
month of February: Serpoohi Mardirossian.
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CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

February 9 - In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian
by his wife Margaret, children Michael and Donna, Deb-
orah and Larry, grandchildren Megan and David, Stepha-
nie, and sister RoseMarie.

February 16 - In loving memory of dear friend, Helen
Terzian by Ivanka Petkovic, and...

In honor of Shirley MacLeod.

February 23 - In loving memory of beloved sister,
Vicky by Anoush Haig.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday,
birthday or graduation.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by
calling the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Morning Worship.: 11:00 am
Bible Study. Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Friday Night Worship: 7:00 pm

April 6 The Lord’s Prayer: Forgive and Forgiven
(Matthew 6:12)
April 13 Palm Sunday
The Lord’s Prayer. Temptation Avoided
(Matthew 6:13-14)
April 17 Maundy Thursday Service & Supper - 7pm
April 18 Good Friday Service - 7pm
April 20 Easter Sunday
Amazed At What Happened
(Luke 24:1-12)
April 27 Motives Matter
(Matthew 6:16-18)

*[talics indicate Sermon

>

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.’

15







