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The Blessed Cross: Part 1

A Reflection on the Beatitudes and the
Last Words of Jesus on the Cross
The crucifix is a symbol of death. To our modern sensi-
tivities, the cross is equivalent to an electric chair or

lethal injection. However, when Armenians artistically ex-
press the cross of Christ, they show that there is life to be
found in death. The Stone Cross (Hatch Kar) is a symbol of
life. There are heavenly images found within many of them.
Some have angelic wings at the corners of the cross, while
others have the eternity circle at the center, signifying ever-
lasting life. Armenian crosses are also filled with earthly
imagery. Many of the crosses have vines branching out
from them, and some even go as far as depicting the cross
as the Tree of Life.

Armenian crosses are unique because of their eight
corners. According to one tradition, these corners represent
each of the Beatitudes, found in chapter five of the Gospel
of Matthew. I would like to compare the beatitudes with the
sayings of Jesus on the cross. We will see how Jesus mani-
fests the beatitudes on the cross, and we will realize that we
are blessed when we pick up our cross and follow him.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. The poor in spirit are those who un-
derstand that they are nothing without God. Surrendering to



God is the starting point for the Christ-follower. On the
cross, Jesus said, Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit. It was an outward cry of the life Jesus led in obedi-
ence to God the Father. Even at the moment of death, Jesus
trusted God’s guiding hand. When we surrender to God’s
will, we are blessed because we are letting God lead us
down the narrow path of the cross and into the gates of his
Kingdom.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. The world is filled with sorrow. The follower
of Christ must mourn over this reality. They must mourn,
because, instead of justice, there is injustice. Instead of
laughter, there is weeping. Instead of life, there is death. At
the foot of the cross, Mary, the mother of God, and John
the beloved disciple are mourning the death of their savior.
Jesus tells his mom, Woman, behold your son, and he
tells his disciple, behold your mother. Jesus begins a new
family, the church. John and Mary are its first members. It
is a blessed family even though it speaks the language of
tears. It is a family that finds comfort, because God wipes
away the tears.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
land. Meek people are confident but not arrogant. They are
not insecure people who need to prove themselves. Jesus
was crucified between two criminals. What the criminals
had in common was the fact that they were zealots looking
to liberate Palestine from Roman occupation. However, one

was arrogant, the other meek. The arrogant one looked to



Jesus and mocked him for being a failed messiah, one who
was not able to liberate the land by force. The meek crimi-
nal looked to Jesus and recognized him as the messiah, re-
alizing that he is the one who gives meaning to life. The
arrogant criminal tells Jesus, “Forget you.” The meek crim-
inal says, “Remember me.” Jesus looked to the meek man
nailed to the cross next to him and told him; today, you
will be with me in paradise.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied. The ultimate
desire of the Christian is to do what is right. The blessed
one is someone who does everything in her power to “pig-
out” on righteousness. On the cross, Jesus cried, I thirst.
The soldiers gave him vinegar, fulfilling the prophecies of
Psalm 69:21 and Psalm 22:15. On the cross, Jesus did not
abolish the law and the prophets, but fulfilled the scrip-
tures. Jesus’ death satisfies God; Jesus’ death is what
makes us righteous before God. Humankind must hunger
and thirst after the one who makes us righteous. For only in
him can our inmost desires be satisfied.

-Rev. Hoig Kherlopion
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«b1 shuyfy wnwuykphkpn: m wqquhwdwpbkpn: npnip
yJEpo snilipl, npnip wnkph JESER wy §p wundwnkh puh



pl Uuinnidny hwdkgh phtmippil 'np Gpguy hunuanpogs (U.
Spu. 1.4):

htt wpjuwphhtt hwdwp qluwnp hbnwppppniphi
Un Juqutht pwtwhhruniphiuu nt
ubpinqujuwiniphiip:  Unwohtipn  tpk dky Ynndk Up
qupqugutp dhwplt nt dwwdnnmiphiup, puyg twbi
withuniind  dwdwbwl bt nid pbEn wihwnhtt m
hutwpwljuinipbwtt  npwnpniphtip  Yp  Ynpqkp: Ok
husytu punwbhpubp b punupubp Yp juquuinpnikhl,
Ukljubnyg wiwbiguljul nL nhgwpwbwlui
dupwignphtibpt: M wwluiht'  Zht, Gwhkt  Unp
Ynwlupuih dby  jwdwp Yp hwbnhwyhlp b Uks
yhgpniwgnuny ubpiquliuinipbut b wpdwnbbpn
ujqpiunnpmpbwt  (hdw'  phnwibiuwb  Swnh), npnbp
hutwpwljut YEwph dke Uks hwhiwwymwuiniphiubkp Ehi:
MNonnu  Unwpbwh hwdwp  pwbwhhiumphiop b
ubpiqujuimiphitip wihpwdbon  qpuiwlwuttp sthu
wihwwnhtt b hwwpwlubimpbwt hudwp' Ghpunbim]
pphunntwu  hpwlwuniphiup...: Nonnu  Unwpbuy
whyuydwbopth pkd skp wyu  Jupdmphibibpmb &
jtugunhl, puyg hpkbt hwdwp Yup hhdbwluip...: G
hhutwluip Nonnu Unwphkwih hunfwp pphuninibwljwi
dthuphtt nt  dnwdnnmpbtut  wnwetwhbppeniphiubph
Eht...»: Unwotwhbppniphiuttp, npnuguny
pphunnuitwwb  Eytnkght  whwh  Yjuquuinpnibp
otombiny hhdtwluiup b twlwbp, npnip wkwnp Ep np
ubpwenibp hutwpwlwh YEwuph dky:



Uju dnnwhngniphtuubpkt dklutng & np Nonnu Yp qpk
Gthkunuh Eltnkghht, Gt hp wowltpn Shunpknuht: Uunp
twdwlhtt dhwp pwiht Yp Yhgpniwbuwy pphunnibug
wihwwnhtt dnwsnqmpbwi Ypuy, puyg bwte Jbp Junik
unj wyt dnwbnnnipbwb gnpsunpniphtup huiwpwlui
Jhwbpht uke: Uthwwnwlubth nktwh huiwpwlubp
Monnu  Unwpbwy Yp npnodk  pppunintibwy  dhwpht
Juquuinpnidp i iyt wyy  Juqdunpniws  dhwnphi
npnodp Gt bbkpgpnudp hwmwpwlutnmipbwi  dky:
dbhpowwytu  «BYknkghtt wowphh Uky E puyg ny
wpfuwphts:

Lphunnttuy  wihwwnhtt  dnwdnnnmipbwb  hhdpp
hunwwnph k. «2w&bjh shimphi np Ypuy hwrwnpnds (U.
Shu. 1.4): Zunwwnpp, mp Uunmuws quynintbguis, huw
«duppugui» 8huntu Lphuninuh vhgngny, nip hp «Uhwshu
Npnht nplkg» Bnyh. 3.16): G npltg ny pk tphrwjuyuljui
nt whnbuwibih Juyp dp, wy «uopiwphy: phunnibg
wihwnht dnwsnnmpbwi hhupp hwiwwnpp, b winp
ulqpiunnpmphip nubn withwnht' wyu wouwphh dke:

Puyg wyu hwiwwnpht uUnhy ndp ubkpt L «buy
wuwwnnthpwpht ginihup ukph B> (UL Shd. 1.5): Uyu ukpp
hwuwikh & hpwlub t, pwth §p juqiuinpt wihwnp
wlnp hupuniphtup b tnphiiup: Ukpp, npyku gnjuljub, sk
np §p wnbndt hpwlwh dwpnp, wy uhpbip, npwbu pay..:
Lphunnttuy withwnht dnwsngnipbwi hhdpp «uhpljny
gnpdwnimptwb dke E...: Znt nip withwwp gnipu Ynt quy
Jpuinpuljub b dunulub Yigniwspubpt L §p donbkhiuy
dwpnpympbwb  ppulut hwykguybnng:  «Uhpknw



Unwdnnmphiip Yoquk withwnht np pignibh «nphops
ugbt np wmwppkp b ujupwgpny, (kqninyg, YEugunnyg
hwdwyipuhti-punupulju-punupughwljui
wyjuquiniphudp:

Br wiju hwiwwnpt nt whnp vhpknt nidwjwiniephiut k,
np Yp uwnbnsdt dwpmip «unipp uhpusp (U, Shd. 3.5):
8nitwipku puwgphtt Ukp, dwpnip-unipp (katharos) pwunht
puybkpu kqgnuupwbwlui qnpéwdniphip Up
ubpujugnikp gnpkuh ophttwyny, np dwppniws tp php
poinp wipuwphtt  Yhnbiubpktl, dbkowbn hwbbnyg
wuwhbny «wpnip» dhonip: Lwbr Yp  gopdwdnikp
pwbtwlh qopwgnmiuinkpnil, npnup «dwppniws» thu pninp
wloptt tr Jujulnun qhuinmnpubpkt b juquniws dhuy
wr  wwwupwunniws b inthpniws  wthwwnbbpt.. .
ephunniitwlub  hunwwpht'  uppbmb kW whnp
gnpdiwljut wpunuwyuwyuniphitip Ennn Jwpnip  (unipp)
uhpnhtt dnnwénnniphiut £ np Monnu Unwpbwy Yp nuk
huwtwpwljutt  Yhwbpht dky, dwutwyhg nupdubknyg
dwpnluyght jupupbkpniphiubbpnii 58
hwnnppulgniphiubbpni, Yhpubnt hwdwp dky JkS
wnwphkniphti:

Lnhunntbiuy withwwnhb wju thwpl ni
Unwsnnmiphiit np Jhppwy huiwpwlwi Ywiph dke hp
dwulwlgmphiip  phpinte wbyuwing:  Uh (hdw'
pphunintbwt Ev hp dhwpp) Yp dntlk hurwpwulub
Jtwpht Uke b Un dwubwlgh pninn
hpunwpdniphibtkpnil, «puph unddnwtpny» b «umtiljlind
hwtwwnpny» (U. Shu. 1.5): Znt mip pphuninbbuy dhwpp Yp



huouh b Yp gopst unjt wihputpnt Ypuy, puyg hwbe wdk
owlp h qnpd Yp nuk npykuqh hwubh, quik kL puduklhg
quipdik «fodwpuniphiip bt wpgupniphtiups: Snibwgkp,
npnup dwpgluyhtt Bt hunwpwlwl Yhwbpkpp Epk dkYy
ynnutk  qquuunipbwt  Yp  hpunhpbl, Gpp  dJwpnhly
Junuinpht m thm& peoupkpnt btk Yhppwbs (U. Shu. 1.6),
bt twbt hiptwduinwhmpbwi, kpp swnbp «bi hwuljowp
hs Yp fuouhtt’ ns wy wyh puikpp np Yp winks (U. Sh.
1.7):

Bpl pphunnutwljw dhwnpp nt winp dunwsnnniphiup
U ujuhtt wthwwnky, puyg p dnukt hwiwpwluwiniphut
Uke, nip «puph junddwnwipny» bt cunijtins hwiwwnpni» 4p
gnpsk dwpnluyhiy Yhwpbkpnil «hpuljuiy
owbwlmphiivp junwowgubint pinnpupny:

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made in honor of Rev. Haig
Kherlopian by Dr. Harout & Shake Mekhjian.
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

e would like to express our gratitude to the fol-

lowing for hosting a Fellowship Hour in the
month of January: Serpoohi Mardirossian & Louise
Tezel.




CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

January 12 - In loving memory of Peter Vazeos by
Pearl, Raina, Steve & Sage.

January 19 - In loving memory of uncle Milan
Paunovic, Ph.D., on the second anniversary of his
passing, by Ivanka Petkovic.

January 26 - In loving memory of brother Ara
Hovagim, by Louise Tezel.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday,
birthday or graduation.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by
calling the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Morning Worship.: 11:00 am
Bible Study. Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Friday Night Worship: Starting March 7 at 7:00 pm

March 2 Turning Enemies Into Friends
(Matt. 5:38-48)
March 9 Ninja Christians
(Matt 6:1-6)
March 16 The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father
(Matt 6:7-9)
March 23 The Lord’s Prayer: Thy Will Be Done
(Matt 6:10)
March 30 The Lord’s Prayer: Daily Bread
(Matt 6:11)

*[talics indicate Sermon

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
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