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This Is My Story

“And this is the testimony: that God has given
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.”
-1 John 5:11

My story begins with my namesake, Haig Na-
habet, the mighty warrior who defeated the

general Bel, and established the nation of Armenia.
Haig was the father of an ancient people that would
one day become the first nation to accept Christianity
as its official religion. With the Christian faith, came
alienation from neighboring territories. From the Per-
sian to Ottoman empires, Armenians faced persecution
and martyrdom for their beliefs. As time moved for-
ward, those empires fell while the Gospel of Jesus
Christ grew among the Armenian people.

I come from four generations of Armenian
Evangelicals. I grew up in a Christian home in Chest-
nut Ridge, New York. I had always believed in God,
but God felt like some abstract concept that seem to
care little about my day-to-day activities. In middle
school, I began to develop doubts about the central

beliefs of Christianity. I had struggled with doctrines



such as the divinity of Christ and the Trinity. When
sophomore year approached, I asked tough existential
questions like, what is the point of living. Why does
getting up and going to school matter? I entered into a
period of deep despair. People say that trying to find
your identity is a phase you go through in high school.
I have learned over the years that that phase never re-
ally goes away. People either ignore their despair or
they find temporary meaning in things that do not last.

My despair reached its breaking point during
the winter break of my sophomore year of high school.
One night, in the confines of my room, I got on my
knees and told God, “End it.” That moment the Holy
Spirit invaded, I received peace. I had found my iden-
tity in Jesus Christ that night. From that moment, I
was not ashamed of who Jesus Christ is and what he
accomplished on the cross nearly two thousand years
ago.

When college came, I had ambitions to go to
Washington, DC to pursue a career in international
law. However, after my first year, my plans went in a
different direction. During the first worship service at
a campus retreat in Rhode Island, I heard a voice say-
ing, “preach ... preach ... preach.” Soon afterwards,

my friend came up to me and said whatever God is
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telling you, go and do it. After that, a campus minister
from another university, came to me and asked if I
wanted to talk about something. I told him what had
just transpired. He was extremely calm and pragmatic
with his response. He told me to read my Bible, to
know it well, and to start preaching and teaching. He
went on to say if you get a good response from people,
keep preaching.

When school was back in session, I took phi-
losophy and religion courses. I started leading Bible
studies on campus and began teaching Sunday school
at the local Armenian Apostolic church. After I gradu-
ated from my undergraduate studies, I attended Prince-
ton Theological Seminary. While studying to become
a minister, I served at the Armenian Presbyterian
church where I taught Sunday school and youth group.
The past three years I was serving at the Armenian
Martyrs® Congregational Church in Havertown, PA.
Now, I am serving God as an ordained minister,
preaching and teaching from the Bible at the Armeni-
an Evangelical Church of New York. I am grateful to
God for this opportunity to share the news, that there
is life in Jesus Christ to the next generation of Armeni-

ans.



«&UUPRUS GLUL» «UUSI»C GSUELNR

«Op up bunp dinwl Shuntu b pp wowbpinibpnb
wy ni puwit winbg. “Onywlhl piu fngup
whglpblp”: Kwdpuy Ejwiy (Inifwu 8.22):

u unniwdwontish lunonpuignj
hpwlwtniphiup wunp
pugunpnipbwt kot k' Puguunpniphiup, np
hipwpwitiship wmtthwwn Er hwmwpwljwbniphi Yp
thnpdlk Jupnu) bt hwuljtug Uunniwdwyniish
Sovtwpumphiup, hip hp hpwyh&wlhl dke: Ugu'
Uunnniwowoniisp Yp  gupdulk  «audbnp b
«hhugnn» hpufjutniphtl, np Yp juoup Yhwlph
Souwpunniphituubpnt dwuht, hus np qhp Yp
nupdul wdkuktu swwn mwpwéniws ghppp: Uju
hwuljugnnniptwdp, wpdk twht puguwnpl; G
hwuljuw) Lphunnuh b wowljkpnutpnit tuiny

«njuljhtu Uhiu Ynnup» wlgtbnu
hpwuwuniphiup:
NMuwndniphiup Un  uluh.... Bhunwu

wowlbpnbpmt  Yput, pt whknp E Gunngd
«&njuljhtt dhtu Ynnup wbghp (Mnijuu 8.22):
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Luip  dnbbnyg, pomnp wy «Swdpuy
Eulyr (Mnitjuu 8.22): &wdpnppmiphiup uljuu
hwinupwn, puyg twbkt dwnwt  thopnplynin
opowtp: «®npnnphl Up Gju Sndwlht ypuy: Lup
ompny Yp (kgmbp nu ppkp Juwbgh ke
thtr (Wnjuu 8.23): Ujy Jh&wlht dky Yup
wowkpnutpnit Jujup. «Jupnuy b,
Jupnuuy b, whw Yp Ynpunthup» (‘lntjuu 8.24):
Shunitu Ejutr nt «awuwnbkg hnihtt n1 gnipkpnit
lunnyniphtup» (lnitjuu 8.24) tir «uwununnipht
tnue  (Mnitjuu  8.24): Ywp tuwht Bhuniuh
putwnuwunniphiup, pp wowlipnbtpnit puw.
«Nip E akp  hwiwwnpp  (Mnijuu  8.25):
Upwltpnutpp, npnup «Jujuh dky  hulws
thtr (Mnijuu  8.25), qupUwugwut nt pupt.
«Unntop n°q E wuhluw» (Mnijuu 8.25):

Yup twbt hnghtubpmt «Juifup», Epp «Skpnep
hpbounuljp wunug Yypuy Gpue (lnitjuu 2.9): M
hptpnulp Guununtgnig» qhpttp pubiny. «Uh
Jujutiwp, YJuwutiqh whw Gtu Akqh Ukd
nipwunipbwt wknhu dp Ynt nmud...» (lnitjuu
2.10): Znypiubpp npnotghtt «lhtistit Phpikhbd
tppw) ni whull]  ph bohz E wjpu



tqudpwlipy (Mnjuu 2.15), b quuub «uunnps
«unipht Uk wunljwsé dwunilp» (Intjuu 2.16):
Unglpnit thnpdwnniphrut w) injiwbdwi bp:
Utntp wmbuwé thtt «wuwnnpr, b dwdpuy Gjus
Ehu quytt qunitne: Znt hwinhybgub Zkpnygkup,
np «upnjwd tp E pnnp Bpnuuwnbdt uyg
htwp...» (Uwwnptnu 23): FPuyg dUngbkpp
swthwbquinugu, b owpnibwljightt  hpkug
Sudpwit: Uuwnnp «wing wngkiik qiwg, Yhguin
dwtinijhtt tnud mbinht Ypuyp (Uunptnu 2.9):
Uju bpkp hpwnwpdmphibubpmt dke Yuy
Sundpnpymphtt Up, npmb dky Yhphih quju b
lunndp thnpnphltl, hptowwlth b Zkpndntuti
Pipwpwbspipp,  hup  hp wwpnibwlhu  dk,
unbtindtg dnwhngmphi L fjunnyp, puyg Ypuy
hwuwtr  jownunniphtip bpp  wbnup gkd
jmunhdwt Ejuu  «<hwiwwnphty o wbnp
wnwelunnpnwud «uunnhl: Gpk wju
hmwununmiphtup Ejue dbppe pupimipbudp
qquuwnniphudp. «ﬂoLp E dtp hunwwnpp», puyg
twht  hwunwnning.  «Uh" Jupbwps m
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thnpdnipbwdp b thnpdunnmipbudp.  «junnipp
opowtighiniy» kL «niphy dwdpny» pwpnitwlkiny:
Uju tpkp wwppbp thnpdunmphiutbpnin dke
Juy by tr junnwl] hpwlwbnipht. «uaunnh»
ounphwé hmununniphiip, np dbkqh Unit quy
wnwpplip  ppwdhdwlubpmt b wuydwbubpne
Ukbet:

Utquk pipwpwtshiphtt jhwupp «Swdpuy
Llud»  Qud  «bEpEny ppujubmphiut b
Pipwpwtishipu, hp yhdwlht ke, «Sudpuy Gjud»
Up puykt Yhwuph mwppbp yuydwbubpnit ket
Pipwpwushiphu  thnpdwnniphitit wyp  Ypluyg
wnwppip pupe: Up ghdwgpuikp Ynpunibino
Juwigp, hipwpwtiship thnpdwunnipbwb
unbtndwd YJujubpp bt thnpdwnniphibiubpnt
hunnpp:

Ujuop, hwdwppiwuphuyhi - Jupgniuwppht
dtg, Jwl hwqup m Jby dwnwhngmiphiuubp:

Ujuop, fuwununniphtup Junutigniws, Jujugus b



Jupnjwd  hpwyhdwlyh dkg Yp qutmhp: Puygg
Jupbih L juwgungniphiup juwpujul; dbp
uhpnbpnit Gt hnghubpmt dkp, Epk Jkp
«Sundpnpymiphiuibpnis Uke nuuwhp sppjuup
bL owipniiwkup pwipp hwutint kv hpipugubnt
Phpikhtuh «wuninpr, hntt nip «putp dwpdht
tnui b Ukp ke puwljiguins:

«Eudwlnil] Uuinniwd dkqh hbuns: «Sundpuy
Ejmo»  klp: U.IlI}hOop wltyunul, 1&]:0‘
tyuwnwluumg  «&njuihtt  dhiu  Ynndp»
hwutbjnt hwdwp «uunnhiy mypmptudp, np
Up ounpht juwnunmphitt t JEp B wdku
hwoniwpynmdubpk:

«Swdpuy Gpud» Eup wuwnnp qunubknt. hnt nip
Lphunnu  Stw: bp  juynuniphiup Yp pkpk
huwununniphtl, np Ytip £ wdkh Juuubgk, Juuk b
thnpdniphut:

- Z0U8r KEMELEGUL
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made in honor of Pastor Haig Kherlopian
on his Ordination by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

A donation was made in memory of Andrew Vahan Avedis,
Great-Grandson of Avedis Avedisian by Alex Avedis.

For Christmas and Tertig: Hrant and Alidz Agbabian,
Michael Cherkezian, Mike and Eunice Gick, Stephen and Dolly
Tharp, Pearl Vazeos, Paul Kayaian, Richard Keyishian, Alice
Philibosian, Merze Mazmanian, William G. Kalaidjian, Anahid
Iskian, Virginia Arpiarian, Anie Khachadourian, Gloria
Ayvazian, Nevart Darmanian, Esther Tavetian, Mariana
Hamparian, Nurhan & Vicky Becidyan, Mossig & Beatirz
Makhoulain, Phyllis Hamo, Pastor Mary Brown, Berge Kayaian,
Hilda Malconian, Arouss Darpinian, Paul & Gail Keyishian,
Bakalian Family, Charles Ajamian, Margaret Cherkezian, Mr. &
Mrs. Vahram Aynilian, Ankine Dadian, Harry & Becky
Senekjian, Mrs. Robert Hazen, Bayard T. Ludlum, Helen E.
Dayton, William & Carolyn Nahabedian, Lucy Janjigian, Ankin
G. Bertelsen, Madia Artinian, RoseMarie Ashbahian, Steven
Nahabedian, Charles & Mary Tartanian, Grace & Peter Rabar,
Jack Dokouzian, John Hale, Jonathan Mardirossian, Dr. & Mrs.
Antwan Ahad, John & Zara Yalenezian, Warren K. Holopigian,
Armen Mardiguian, Julia Kellermuller, Leslie Ayvazian & Sam
Anderson, Zaven & Mary Megerditchian, Haig & Hazel Kalfaian

and Rosemary Nazarian
dll
FELLOWSHIP HOUR 0
e would like to express our gratitude to the
following for hosting a Fellowship Hour in the

month of December: Serpoohi Mardirossian and
Vanouhi Ahad.
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CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

December 8 - In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian,
Hovannes Parechanian, and Eva Parechanian by Vanouhi
Ahad, and...

In loving memory of Hasmig Papazian’s birthday by John
Papazian.

December 15 - In honor of Haig Kherlopian’s Ordination
by Avedis, Ruby & Dr. Armen Kherlopian.

December 29 - In loving memory of all who lost their lives in
the Armenian earthquake in December of 1988. December *13
marked the 25th anniversary of the devastating earthquake that
shook the Armenian Nation.

Christmas Sunday, December 22,

Poinsettias Presented:

In loving memory of Dr. & Mrs. Aram (Zohra) Boghosian
and Grace Kedeshian by Claire Kedeshian.

In loving memory of Krikor & Anoush Keyishian by Richard
Keyishian.

In loving memory of Husband Dr. Jirayr Tezel and Parents
Hagop & Bertha Hovagim by Louise Tezel.
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In loving memory of Mother Victoria C. Ludlum by Bayard
T. Ludlum.

In loving memory of Paul Kaboolian by Helen Kaboolian and
Family.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian and Helen Chreke-
zian by Michael, Donna, Larry, Megan, Dave & Stepha-
nie.

In loving memory of Arpine Chakerian Mullisen and Samuel
Gron Chakerian by Mike & Eunice Gick.

In loving memory of Parents Arthur & Gloria Teager and
Brother Robert Teager by Stephen and Dolly Tharp.

In loving memory of Estelle, Seth, and Luther Dogramajian
and Peter Vazeos by Pearl Vazeos.

In loving memory of Adrina Kayaian by Paul Kayaian.

In honor of Rev. Haig Kherlopian, by Alice Philibosian.

In loving memory of Shnork and Talin Dadian by Ankine
Dadian.

In loving memory of Rev. Mihran T. Kalaidjian & His Wife
by Rev. William G. Kalaidjian.

By Virginia Arpiarian

In loving memory of Rev. Nerces & Mrs. Gulenia Khacha-
dourian by Anie Khachadourian.

In loving memory of Rev. & Mrs. A. A. Bedikian by Gloria
Ayvazian.

In loving memory of Hamo Darmanian by Nevart Darmanian.

In loving memory of Dikranouhi Arukian by Hratch Arukian.

In loving memory of Aram Tavetian by Esther Tavetian.

In loving memory of Mr & Mrs. Hamparian by Mariana
Hamparian.

In loving memory of Makhoulain, Fermanian & Marinho
family members by Mossig & Beatriz Makhoulian.

In loving memory of Barbara Donovan Brothers by Jon
Brothers.

In honor of The Armenian Evangelical Church of NY and
your enduring love & friendship by Pastor Mary Brown.

In loving memory of Melcon G. Melconian by Hilda Melconi-
an.

In loving memory of Rev Garen Gdanian by Isabelle Gdani-
an.
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In loving memory of Azniv Ajamian by Charles Ajamian.

In honor of Rev. Haig Kherlopian by The Bedrosian Fmaily.

In loving memory of Nazaret Cherkezian by Margaret Cher-
kezian.

In loving memory of parents, George & Sophie Karakoosh
and husband, Robert Hazen by Mrs. Robert Hazen.

In loving memory of husband, John W. Margosian by Alice
Elise Margosian.

In loving memory of parents Helen & Puzant Cherkezian,
brother Nazaret Cherkezian and uncle Mehran Cherke-
zian by RoseMarie Ashbahian.

In loving memory of Adrina Kayaian by Sarah, Andrew, Lau-
ren, & Rob Kayaian.

In loving memory of Samuel & Jemile Nahabedian and
Hratch & Theresa Casparian by William & Carolyn
Nahabedian.

In loving memory of Matilda Larchian by Madia Artinian.
By Steven Nahabedian

In loving memory of Rev. Vartan & Grace (Dogramjian)
Hartunian by Dr. Nelson & Rev. Joanne Hartunian and
Family.

In loving memory of grandson Simon Dokouzian by Jack
Dokouzian.

In loving memory of grandson Alfred & Betty Haleblian by
John Hale.

By Dr. & Mrs. Antwan Ahad.

In loving memory of grandson The Rev. A. A. Bedikian &
Shnorig Ayvazian by Leslie Ayvazian & Sam Anderson.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday,
birthday or graduation.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by
calling the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for Worship Service Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

The AECNYC community would like to congratulate
our Pastor, The Rev. Haig Kherlopian, on his
Ordination.

February 2 The Bible Is About Jesus
(Matthew 5:17-20)
February 4 Bible Study 7:00 pm
February 9 Sermon Regarding Anger
(Matthew 5:21-26)
February 11 Bible Study 7:00 pm
February 16 Sermon Regarding Lust
(Matthew 5:27-30)
February 18 Bible Study 7:00 pm
February 23 Sermon Regarding Integrity
(Matthew 5:33-37)
February 25 Bible Study 7:00 pm

*[talics indicate Sermon

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
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