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Why Does Armenian Christmas Matter?

Armenians are the only people in world that celebrate
Christmas on January 6th. At first glance, this might be
viewed as negative. After all, shouldn’t the church be united in
celebrating the birthday of her savior? I would like to argue
that the distinction of Armenian Christmas, from everyone
else's Christmas, strengthens the Christian witness rather than
weakens it. Armenian Christmas is not tied to the politics of
the Roman Empire or to the commercialization of it in Ameri-
ca. Furthermore, celebrating on January 6th is filled with great
theological implications that help the universal church under-
stand why the birth of Jesus Christ is Good News.

During the first couple of centuries of the church,
different regions had different days to celebrate Jesus’ birth-
day. In the middle of the fourth century, the church leadership
within the Roman Empire decided to Christianize the popular
winter Solstice festivities, which took place on December
25th. The day would now center on the birth of the son of
God, Jesus Christ, rather than the sun. The Orthodox churches
in the east eventually united behind the December 25" day for
Christmas. The Armenians were the only ones who kept with
their tradition of Christmas on January 6.

Armenians may celebrate Christmas on a different
day, but the meaning of Christmas is the same. Skeptics have

the false assumption that the central doctrines of Christianity,



such as the divinity of Jesus Christ and his virgin birth were
developed later when Emperor Constantine converted and
declared the Roman Empire to be Christian. The Armenian
Church was never under the direct influence of Rome. Keep-
ing the January 6™ Christmas is proof of this. However, The
Armenian church still believed in the virgin birth and the di-
vinity of Jesus, showing that Christians were united in their
central beliefs.

It is often said that there is a war on Christmas in
America. Armenians do not have to participate in such a war.
Celebrating on January 6™ helps one avoid the consumerism
that the holiday now represents. Flying reindeer, Christmas
trees and Santa Claus, are not the emphasis of Armenian
Christmas, but rather the acknowledgement that the savior of
the world was born as a baby in Bethlehem two thousand
years ago.

Armenians also do not have to worry about the secu-
larist taking Christ out of Christmas because the way in which
Armenians wish people a Merry Christmas is different. In Ar-
menian, we say, “Kristos Dzenav yev Haydnetzav” (Christ is
born and revealed). The way we respond to the Christmas
greeting is by saying, “Tzezi Mezee Medz Avedis” (this is big
news for you and for me). The Christmas salutation focuses on
Jesus Christ, who reveals God to us.

Since the beginning of the church, January 6" has
been a on the church calendar as the feast of Epiphany or The-
ophany. A theophany is a manifestation of God in the Bible
that is tangible to the human senses. It usually is a visible ap-



pearance of God in the Old Testament. Christmas is the ulti-
mate theophany because God becomes a man in Jesus Christ.
We now know for sure who God is and what God is like, be-
cause Jesus reveals God to us. Jesus says so himself, “If you
had known me, you would have known my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him” (John 14:7).
Christmas is the wonderful news that the revelation of God is
complete in Jesus Christ for he is God in the flesh.

The fact that Jesus was born is more important than
the date in which the event is remembered. Armenian Christ-
mas helps us keep our attention on Jesus Christ, who was born
and revealed. This is really good news for you and for me!
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2UKNPEPRU> (UARY, 2.3-14):



thllm] dudwtwljuopowth puljkpuljpotiljutn
Yhwbpkpm  «qupqugmuubpnis Uk Yhyluwy
twbr £phunnuh  Ounitunh  wotwlwwnwpnipbu
diEpyuwpwiuthnfunidp»: Oumiinh. nt wlnp
hwuljugnnmiphtip  whwh  wbkuul]  £phuwnnuh
dwppbnnipbwt nt unp Yhwiph wwwnqudht dky,
puyg  wjuop wlh  pupdws E o «ontjujului»
hwontwplnidubpnt dhong: «Nipwju wpdwlnipn» no
nwluitht  owwn  dp  wy  wwhwpwbtbp
wnpunuyjujnniphrubbp, «unqunnnuljui»
nbnbunipbwb qupl nwwnt gublniphibibpny, §no
qul nnnnbnt Ounitunp bt wunp wpdbpubpp: Ujy
pnnpp thnpjuwphubng  unp  wpdbswithbpny b
wuwpnibwlny:  «Qgnipuinp» b «hwhjubljuwn»
nhppnpnonidubtpt nL punupwljutiniphrup
uwjupymptwut  §p nubkt twbe Updbpp. wju
wwpwqujht Up. Ouuntwt wwwngqudp, npnib
Jhownwynidp Un uwhdwnth 18 Un
uwhdwbwthwlnth wpdwlnipnh
hwuljugnnmptwdp: Fujg wju «apdwulnipnp» bpk Yp
gnpdwédnih npuku vhong, wbyuwydwbonkt tyuwnuy
Up nuntuwy ontjuyuljut jupupbpmpbwuitg ke b
wju  hngbhputnmipbwdp phs Up wikjh uwunbng
Juikyiwy swht nt hwungpep:

Puyg b wyiyku glinkghl E motimbwnp: Fhnkghly



ki twbt wjtt pnnp quppbpp B qupnupwbpubpp
qnpu dbp winiubpku ubpu dhtghe ynnnuwbbpt nu
gniguthbntpp Yp quppupb: Uhywydwbopkly, swn
put Jurk)gukb pinhwini dptnnpunhi bt Updtpht’
ket wunlp ppwb dhong wupnnowgubint hwdwp
Ountunh tyuwnwlp, puyg twbt yuwngudp:

Luywinw' ... £phunnu shwt nt dwpnugun:

buly u.ll.uUquloL[D....

£nphunnnu  uhpkg dwppp. «dwubgh  Uunnuws
wjiyku uhptg wopawphp, dhtske hp Uhwshu Npnht
untwt, npytugh wdts ny np winp  hutwnwg
sinpunth, huwyw juthnbkuwljut JLwlp
niiktwyp (Bnyhwutne 3.16): Ut hp ukpp nupdnig
gnpsuwjutt Lt hpwlwb YEwuph. wopawph tlu,
dwpnpbnugut npykuqh «..piue dbq spnnnt b plu
ukq sdqb» (Gppuytghu 13.5):

Ul £phuninu, thplkg dwpnp: £phuninup ukpp
nbkp UEy Uk b junonp  byunwl  dwpnnib
thpyniphtup.  «dwutgh wjuop thplhs dp St
TYwthphlt punupht Ukp, np Oskw) Skp b (Mntjuu
2.11): £phuwninu thpltkg dwpngp Gt wpdwih qupdnig
quyt  Tunphphl, np Updtph Yhkwbph L wju
woliwuphhtt Ypuwy, puyg twbkl Uhnbtwlwuht dke
wiLkh Yhwlp:

Lphunnu wnqunniphitt nnoue dwpgnil. «Upn



Uklup hwtwwnpny wWpnupugud puny
luwnunniphtt nithtp Uuwniény hbwn dbp Skpng
S8hunitu Lphunnuhtt dknpny» (Zpnydwjtighu 5.1):
£nhuwnnu hp Suntunny bt dwppbnnipbudp dwpnnit
ounphtkg fwnunmphtt: Uju  Juwununniphiup
dwpnnit nntue Uk kS wnwpbmiphtt. «..p dkq
hpku htin hwpwintgnig 8hunitu Lphuwninuh dknpny nu
nntwtr  dkqh hwownipbwt wwowolp» (B
Unplpwghu 5.18): Uju jpununniphiup pphunintibui
Up dJbpwsdt qopwinp wihwwnwlwiunipbut wnkp
wldh: Qopwinp, unjuhull tpp wohuuph nupdwsé k
Judennn G putinpuwjupnyg: Uju  qopnipbudp
pphuniniibwt Un dwnuk hwounnmptut
«aquunbpuquht» dke, unjuhuly Epp snpu Ynnup Jub
huwnunniptwtt bt hwdbpwopunipbwtt  swwn  phy
wqnuiipwiubp:

£phuwnnuh Suntunp Eddwuntkh
hwujugnnmiptwl Uty E  Uunmws ukgh hbw:
Uunniws dkgh htwn E, npnighbwnbe dkq Yp uhpk, Yp
thphk b pownunniphit §ne nwy: «2phunnnu how
Jup, hnti' nip pipupwiishipu Yp quinthiip, npuytugh
Ukq pwpdpuguk hp dow»: Pp don Yuy whuwhdw
ukp, ounphph thpyniphtt b pownunnipbwb
hpulubmphi hipwpwishiphu 18
huwtwpwjubwybtu:  Uju  hpnnnipkukt  dtlukny,



htpwpwishipu  Yp  puntwblp jownunnipbub
nhuywi. «.Lphunnuny wopiwph  hpklh  hhwn
hwownkgnig bt wuntg jmbgwupubpp hpkug tukpkg nu
Ukqh YJumwhbgur hwonnipbwt wuwnqudps (£
Unpupwghu 5.19):

Zupwnnipbwt  wwwquup L£phuninup  Suniunh
tywwnwlu E qop Jupbh sk vwupll] junjuyku
«pniljuip» Ypuy:

£phunnnu  Sttur B jujnubgur:  Uikwnhup
wpppowphh  hwdwp, hp ounphwé  hwonnipbub
Yhwlpl k:
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made in memory of Andrew
Avedis by Alex Avedis.
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

e would like to express our gratitude to the fol-

lowing for hosting a Fellowship Hour in the
month of November: Serpoohi Mardirossian, Ivanka
Petkovic and Dolly & Steve Tharp.




CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED

November 10 - In loving memory of Olivera Zonich
from her daughter, Ivanka Petkovic.

November 24 - In loving memory of parents Arthur and
Gloria Teager and brother Robert Teager by Dolly &
Steve Tharp, and...

In loving memory of Seth Dogramajian by Pearl,
Raina, Steve, and Sage.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or
in memory of a loved one, for a holiday,
birthday or graduation.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by
calling the church office at 212-685-3177.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for Worship Service Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

The AECNYC community would like to congratulate
our Pastor, The Rev. Haig Kherlopian, on his
Ordination.

January § Sermon on Baptism
Armenian Christmas Sunday
Young Adult Christmas Party 7:00 pm
January 12 The Beatitudes - Pt. 1
Sermon series on The Sermon on the Mount begins
Annual Church Business Meeting 12:30 pm
All members encouraged to attend
January 14 Bible Study 7:00 pm
January 19 The Beatitudes - Pt. 2
January 21 Bible Study 7:00 pm
January 26 Salt and Light
January 28 Bible Study 7:00 pm

*Italics indicate Sermon

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
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