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Filled With Grace

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
for His steadfast love endures forever!”
-1 Chronicles 16:34

In 1863, Abraham Lincoln declared the last Thurs-
day of November to be a day of “Thanksgiving and
Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
Heavens.” The second part of the declaration tends to
be left out, but it is extremely important to give thanks
to God whenever we give thanks. When Thanksgiving
became a national holiday, it was during the middle of
the American Civil War. It would be morbid to be
thankful for a war, or any kind of suffering. However,
when the focus of our thanks is on God, there is much
reason for rejoicing.

When someone gives us a gift, a complement,
or any other act of love, we respond with a thank you.
Likewise, we need to respond with gratitude towards
God’s grace. God’s loving actions are called grace be-

cause they are free gifts. God has given us life, God



has given us redemption in Jesus Christ, and God has
given us the Holy Spirit to be with us. Therefore we
must give thanks to the Lord.

The word we use to say thank you in Armenian
is shnorhagel (O OO 00O OO0.) The root of the word
is shnorh, (100 O 10), which means grace. The word’s
ending gal, ((117), indicates personal possession. In
other words, when we say thank you in Armenian, we
acknowledge that we possess grace. As Christians, we
are a community that knows that we possess God’s
grace in this life and the one to come. However, as
sinful humans, we have a tendency to reject God’s
generosity.

We reject God’s grace in two ways. The first,
we indulge in the practice of idolatry, which is defined
as praising God’s creation as opposed to praising God.
In addition, we often practice Gnosticism, a
worldview that interprets the created world as evil.
When we are thankful to God, we avoid both errors.

The idols we worship when we indulge in idol-
atry come in all shapes and sizes. Idols can be money,

a person that you love, a celebrity that you admire, or



a position of power. When we worship these idols, we
violate the first two commandments by deifying ob-
jects instead of God. When we give thanks to the
Maker rather than the material world, we avoid the
breaking of these commandments and deepen our un-
derstanding of grace.

Black Friday is an example of a holiday dedi-
cated to idolatry. The ceremonies begin at midnight
after Thanksgiving, when people make pilgrimages to
stores to purchase items at discount prices. Many peo-
ple who participate in Black Friday sales sacrifice time
with their family and also sacrifice an opportunity to
be thankful to God.

When we give thanks to God we also reject the
prevailing worldview of Gnosticism. The Bible begins
with a declaration from God that everything He has
created is good. This contradicts the Gnostic view that
the physical world is inherently evil. Though there is
much suffering in the world, the world is ultimately
good and should not be viewed as an evil place which

we need to escape.



The Good News of Christmas is that God re-
news creation. God did this by becoming one of us in
Jesus Christ and dying for us so that we can be given a
new body in the life to come. We have much to be
thankful for in Jesus Christ’s birth, death and resurrec-
tion.

When we give thanks to the Lord who has giv-
en us everything, we are filled with an abundance of
joy. We are free to enjoy creation rather than be en-
slaved to it. We also find purpose through acknowl-
edging the goodness in the world He has created for
us. Let us give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for

His steadfast love endures forever!

-Pastor Haig Kherlopian
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«Uj hpufw p is whinp pukbp. dknph dke dinu Tp
wpnkop, npukugh sinphpp sunnbiuy: Lur 1
lﬁg » (ZDIH/: 6])

«Uju oplpnil dwpnhly punn thnpiniwd Eiy:
M wwlhunpl’ «lwpphl wyuop ounn  wikph
whdbwlkppni m kuwulp  pupdws  Liv:
«Uulknéniphil, pupbliunniphil b1
humpnppulwbniphil  spugud ki uyuopniuy
puybpuyhl jEwbph hwuliugnnniplalas:

o qupkih F pwppp  kphuiply
bwmbophluul «quiigunnlibpni» b1
«aywhwbehlbpnn», npnbp phs uUp wdlh wnky ki
wtanipkp hp jiounthlr b1 §p junihll dwupplughb
hunwpwlwiniphibbbpnt dlo: Uwpnhl ndgnh
I bbpluy dudwbiulakpnt palbpuw-
Lagunuyhll Jupgquyhdwlabplt k1 winp winth
wniny dwpnluyhl hnpijupupbpniphiabbpla:
Eplip [pbuy phs Upl uwy wiljhl wunnwhpy...:
Ulkpluy dJudmbiw§alpn: wnlnbuwlul
hunluppnuphughll nmwgqhunyp uljuwd E unkndly



palbpuyhl b1 wlnmpuyhl gnpdollikpn: bnp
Lkbgun, nip punn hunwbwpwp wikhnyg wyhnp
uljuhlip wkubly phlbpuyhls  GEwbph pupg
Judwmblupbabpp:  dkpowyylu, wnlnbuwlul
wnwgluwbkpn  dphuyl Ghipwlwl  hdwlh
pugunpniphiip sk Shwnkuwghunniphiin
Yplngpyt Ylwbph poynp dwpglpp, dnblny
Jprpupuilispip pinuguinwn b phlyjny pp ppnoup
puwr  wunitkuybbpni:  Shnbkuwlwh  nwghuuyp
ufuwé F lnukr unkndky phlbpuw-fEigunuyghb nt
wyplpulpyh anp pwlnye b unkphng gngnky
dwipnng thinnmnnipp whgkuyp sunhwbihobpni b:

Fuyg, twfu hupgnidp. «[JOL[ F uyu dwpnp
nr dwpphlp,  npnbp  gp thnfumpl b gp
Epwupuibunhnini pb, uwnknSkiny
quiigunniibpnr  wnwpunh  dpy: NMunwupoubp
whwnp thinnnky dkp, pfw dwppnil . «Bu bl
vwpgp pnil ki popnpa. .

b pupdkuy hwpgnidp. «U]H}bofp byl
wju dwppnili n dwpngng, puw’ pbdh, pkgh ki
poynphl, hunfwp sEp np Lppunnu wopnuphpl
pkpunr  pp «Chnphppy, wjuplipl’ «Uunnidng
lpphly  wppnuph  Ejun b gupdun  Ipgh
Uwpynp, npylugh Opph Uwppry  qunbuy



Uuwnniény flpnh:

LPppunnbbwlwml wumnnmwbwupwiniplbul
UkSwmgnl ppuiljubiniphrin «Canphpyi F k1 winp
slinphwd Sunpunbinuluwl Ykwiphrp Gnilpp:

Uju  Chnphpp k1 whnp  Gnilpp
[ppulmbnutuul, npnyhbunks’

+ Uuunnmwd  upplg...: «dwubqh Uuwnniwd
wjuyku uhpkg wohuwphn...» Eni/h. 3.16): 1 uyu
Ctnphph uppnylr nidi E np JkquE hipuwpwishipp
inp whdh [p JEpwst: M nwluiht Chnphph
ulpp Uy §npub kqubh F npnihlnks hudh b
pipuwpwiship whbhuninp  hwdwp L plw
whdbmlwl:  Puyg  bwk ' nglulh,  pubh
Yplmgplk wopnuphp pp wnlpnygniplundp:

+ Cunphpp ppwlmb E...: Ul wopuuph Ejui: «...
0p htske huy hp Uhuwsht Opoht npltg (Says.
3.16): Lmbpbpl Chnphphli ppulwiniphibn b
Yunbpwlwbniphiap  §p  Juywbuy  hnb, nip
Chnphpp ' Shuniu Lppuwinu, hliph F np pkq
thiunnkg (ni nmwlurhlr §p thiunnk) k1 quaun (ot
wwluihl §p qunalk) b ny hwlwnwlp: Uuwnnidng
Chnphpp  dwpgp «aplunnkino ki «qubbino dl,
Unp nupdalk quyl wuypnn ppwlwiniphra:

+ Clnphpp Uknpun jushlr puy: «Uju ghnbup pk



Ukp hht dwpnp wunp htwn
hwwsnibguit...»  Zenyd.  6.6): Lppuwnup
Juusbyniplul Ak bwkr prusnibguin hhl dwipnp,
nn Unundny b1 winp Jknpny uluun Ukp pnjnphb
Ulp, np ki jupsnibgun (hhl dwpnp) Gngbhiph
Lphuwnnup hbwn b byl prushls Ypuy. . .

+ Cunphpp jpuwgnibgur  ghpkquwiahl .
«Utunp  htwn  pwungmbgup  djpunniphiunyg
dwhniwt hwdwp» Zenyd. 6.4) k1 Lppumnnup
vwpdplihln hkwn: Lwkr gbpkquwl hounr hpl, pufu’
Uknph wpyp:

+ 01 Cunphphl junpwbwlp Gnjbhiph Uknphb
Ypuy: «dwuugh Gpt Ukup muljuljhg tnuup wunp
dwhmwbp  Glwimphtim], twhk — whnp
jupniptwtp  tdwuniphting w) Ygnpy whwnph
nuwup» Eenyd. 6.5): Lppumnnup UEnkjhbpli
jupniphiip b ghpkquwblh  pnipu quyp
Jugpwhwlli kp Cunpphhl, phnpphl dkgph m
dwhniwl [Ewbph hlwn hp quwnbpuqglhb:

b Jkpowny bu, junpuliml Chnphpht Uké dnilpp
Juipunbinulul jhwbph huwuljugnnniphrip:
«Souwphw, Eouwphn Ypubd dkgh pt Ul np
hush §p hwrwinwy, jathnktwlwt jEwtp

niuh» (Bnyh. 6.47): Canphphl uyu jupunbbwljub
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anilpp bpt Jugniuy hunfwp Fpuyg bk jumnwl
Fhunlwuphl <abpluypi» ulp nibbbuyn:
ppwlwbmphibp...: G pppunnbbwl Lppunnup
slnphwé «anypnn» Cnphphl Uponguin Fnop «...
Yhuquih b Uunnisny Yeugwh b Zendi. 6.10):
Cr uyu «fElnuibh Uuwnnidny» ppulubniphrin
Up uljup hnli* Epp Pppuwnnup Chnphpp
ppwlwiniphil [p npunbuy Jkp [Eubpbpnib
hunlup: Uju ppuiljubiniphrip wiypng £, np nuk
whwnp FubEShuy n1 wdh k1 ns Epplp Jknhng, np
Gp Gniwgh b §p pknp o gp nwpniplph uyy
plpugpblpny:

LPppuwnnbbul sh fplhwp dhuwbquiduyl pl
Uknbpy ki pl wwppy  dpkibmbh GlEwbph
dJunlwmblifuppowihl Ulp: Cunphpp [np [hpnk
bhwpwgpp b1 pbpbniphil, nmp  «Bphunnu
Ubknk ubptl jupmphtt wows puygny unpku sh’
Uknthp, w'] dwhp winp Ypwy holuwbnipht
snituh» (Zenyd. 6.9):

Udkphluyh Ulpnunpuwn EhEnkghh
wi bunwpulips  Upwlyh &nbq, np pp Gkwbph UES
dwup wypkgun Zipuuwnwbp Jle, jhuking uyn
dnnqnymipph  gpyubpblpp,  fp o bjwpagpk
pphuwnnikuy LhEnkghhl b1 wilnp
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Jupnuy bunnniphibbbpnil
wwlhwuniphrbbbpp...: bnki huwduip
pppunnbbuy Ehlnkghp gijuunnp inwglbuyp gp
Juywiuy uyl ppwlwbniplbwi Ulp, np wh sh
Uwnbkp dngnympnbbpnt nwginuwibkpnil Uy ki
duyli  shp  wwp  whnbg (nmwqbwwbbpnii),
UEGakiny Uunmwdwolswlub-pphunnblbulwb
phppnpnonidabpli. .. : «Uwllbpkuughb
pppumnnblnuyepil upl Fop §p upulkips fpal wh,
«ap  dnpnymippbbpn ki whnbg  hwibph
wuypwpbbpnil ghuwppnpulwiniplbul sogihn
b1 Gnp pul up sunkjghlp hwdwlupghll ks,
[kqpuilughF wi:

Fuyg Lphunnnup Chnphpp bnp pwll dp
whnp F unkjghlt ukp QEwbpbpnib b1 winbg
wqquyhi-urwnipuyhl-pilEpughl b1
wnlnbuwlul hunlwljupglpnii hundup:
Chnphpp wypny ppulwbniphila b np judh m
Up UkStuy hipwpwiliship pphunnibuyh [hwiphh
Ulp, puyg bwlki hunwpulwi-phphwipulub
hEwbpkpmb ule' punbuyny Jhuymppil: Uju
Jhuynipfn bl [, np Chnphpp §p pupdal wypng
ppwlwbniphil, b ns pb dknbng:

Utnin jqpl' wynn jr] Clnphpp...:
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LPppunnbbwl Jubsniws L «uyplini
Clnphpp:
2.&
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GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

A donation was made in memory of Hamo Darma-
nian by Nevart Darmanian.

An unrestricted donation was made by Takouhi &
Arshag Tarpinian.

A donation was made in honor of Pastor Haig
Kherlopian by Arouss Darpinian.

| )5§>
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

e would like to express our gratitude to the

following for hosting a Fellowship Hour in
the month of October: Serpoohi Mardirossian and
Vanouhi Ahad.
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POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS

I wish to donate poinsettias to beautify the altar
During the holiday season

In loving memory of

In honor of

Enclosed is my check for $ (Any amount over
$20.00)
Name

Address

CHANCEL FLOWERS PRESENTED...

e October 6 - In memory of Rev. Dr. Movses B.
Janbazian from his loving family.

Altar Flowers may be dedicated in honor or in memory
of a loved one, for a holiday, birthday or graduation.

Please sign up for a Sunday of your choice by calling
the church office at 212-685-3177.

14




UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for Worship Service Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

The AECNYC community would like to extend
a warm welcome to our new Pastor,
Haig Kherlopian.

December 1 We Believe In The Holy Spirit
December 3 Bible Study 7:00 pm
December 8 We Believe In Life Everlasting
December 10 Bible Study 7:00 pm
December 15 Sermon on Advent

Pastor Haig Kherlopian’s Ordination Service will be
held at 4:00 pm. A reception will follow. Free park-
ing is available at Central Parking on Lexington
Avenue between 33" and 34™ Streets. Obtain a
sticker from an usher after the service to cover
parking cost.

December 17 Bible Study 7:00 pm
December 22 Christmas Sunday

December 29 Sermon on Communion

>

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.’
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